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“Come Gnto Mle!” 
(Matt. 11:28) 
ABNER E. J. REESER 
Were words more tender ever spoken In troubled ears the world is dinning; 
To one with sin and sorrow broken, “Take pleasure—but don’t call it sinning ;” 
Than these, of Jesus’ love the token, This gives not peace like Jesus’ winning 
“Come unto Me?” “Come unto Me!” 


When toil is hard and strength is failing, The wounds of sin are slow in healing, 

When labors bow the weak and ailing, They fret the soul with bitter feeling; 

List to the voice so gentle, hailing Then bring your need to Him, appealing 
“Come unto Me!” “Come unto Me!” 


The sights we see are black and eerie; And blessing from each promise gleaning, 
His words will cheer the sad and weary, Finds there these words have fullest meaning, 
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“Come unto Me! “Come unto Me! 


Only One Altar 
in Anp Life 
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HERE is a tradition 
of the old King Red- 
wald, who built two 
altars of worship and he ded- 
i icated one to God and the 
other he dedicated to the 
: devil. He zealously offered 
i sacrifices to God on the one 
altar; and then he hastened 
away to the other altar and 
just as zealously sacrificed 
there to the devil. That old 
heathen, King Redwald, said 
to himself, “God has won- 
derful power and so has the 
devil. These are both mighty 
Lords, and the best thing for 
me to do is to keep on the 
good side of both of them.” 
Whether the devil accepted 
his worship or not, who can 
tell? but we can feel sure 
that God never did. What 
did Jesus say, “No man can 
serve two masters: for either 
he will hate the one, and 
love the other; or else he 
will hold to the one, and 
despise the other. Ye can- 
not serve God and mam- 
mon.’—From “The Heights 
of Christian Living,” by 
Doremus A. Hayes. (Abing- 
don Press). 
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The way we tread is dark and dreary, The heart at rest, on Jesus leaning, 
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The Rev. Charles A. Huyette, Pastor 


PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 6, 1930 


Last Catechetical Class Confirmed in Trinity Church, Millersburg, Pa. 
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ONE BOOK A WEEK 


MINISTERS AS WELL AS LAYMEN 
NEED TO BE “TWICE BORN” 


The rector of Calvary Church, New 
York, has been attracting something of 
the same attention throughout the coun- 
try that Dr. Rainsford did twenty years 
ago when rector of St. Georges’, Stuyve- 
sant Square, only by quite different meth- 
ods. Dr, Rainsford found a Church strand- 
ed in a part of the city from which 
parishioners had moved and made it, large- 
ly by introducing institutional methods, 
a real power in the new community. The 
Rev. Samuel M. Shoemaker, Jr., has made 
Calvary Church, in the heart of a great 
business section of the city—although with 
many apartments only a short walk behind 
it—a centre of power and even of pil- 
grimage. He has not done it by institu- 
tional methods but by passionate preach- 
ing of the Gospel of conversion and re- 
generation, turning the Church into a real 
spiritual clinic, and by setting the mem- 
bership of his congregation, as fast as they 
are reborn, to preaching and to fishing for 
men. In other words, Mr. Shoemaker is 
doing in a parish what his intimate friend, 
Frank Buchman, with whom he has worked 
from time to time, is doing in the world 
at large. He has had a great success at 
Calvary and has told the story of the 
remarkable work going on there in a book 
that has had wide reading: “Children of 
the Second Birth.” It is a story of the 
wonderful changes made in the lives of 
men—men who were Christians of the 
ordinary sort—when they really gave them- 
selves utterly and passionately to Jesus 
Christ and let Him take complete posses- 
sion of their souls. They became new 
men in Christ Jesus. 


Mr. Shoemaker has had query after 
query from both laymen and ministers, 
asking “Why is our Church so dead when 
yours seems so much alive?” and he has 
come to the conelusion that the trouble 
with the Churches is largely that the min- 
isters are not preaching out of a deep 
religious experience such as those Apostles 
who first met Christ had. They are try- 
ing all sorts of experiments to make their 
ministry effective: Institutionalism, social 
attractions, fine music, beautiful liturgies, 
religious education, everything one can 
think of—and these do not work. Only 


DECEMBER DOINGS AT MIYAGI 
COLLEGE 


The month was auspiciously begun with 
a series of four sermons by Rev. Kawajiri, 
of the Tokyo Methodist Tabernacle. Two 
of these sermons were delivered before the 
whole student body, and one each, before 
the high school students and the college 
students, respectively. In preparation for 
this special evangelistic effort, early morn- 
ing prayer meetings were held in the social 
hall on four successive days previous to 
the arrival of Rev. Kawajiri. After the 
close of the last sermon, opportunity was 
given to such students as might want to 
“do something about it,” and 104 listed 
themselves as inquirers and 30 students 
and one teacher reported themselves as 
desiring baptism. We think this was a 
joyous way of beginning the Christmas 
month. 


The school Christmas festival was held 


on the evening of Dec. 23. A stately 
Christmas tree beautifully decorated, 
adorned the chapel platform. The pro- 


gram consisted of Bible readings, prayer, 
instrumental music, and two cantatas— 
one in English and one in Japanese. A 


‘these two courses. 


one thing will make a Church a real power 
and that is a minister and a congregation 
with Apostolic enthusiasm, Apostolic faith, 
and thoroughly Christed! 

“Sometimes when I hear a preacher re- 
minding a comfortable congregation of 
Episcopalians of the Apostolic nature of 
our Church, I want to say to him and to 
them, that there is something else to 
Apostolic Christianity beside historic deri- 
vation. There is Apostolic enthusiasm, 
Apostolic faith, and Apostolic results. That 
kind of power is as accessible as it ever 
was. And we are none of us converted to 
Jesus Christ until we are finding it and 
helping others to find in Him a living 
actuality for men and women today, de- 
livering them from their fears and from 
their sins, changing their hearts and their 
homes, making them happy, intelligent 
witnesses for Him, and putting upon their 
lives that indefinable but unmistakeable 
mark of joy, assurance and power. I be- 
lieve that the proof that a minister is twice 
born lies not in compliance with any 
arbitrary prerequisite, but simply in the 
power to produce more twice-born people.” 

This conviction has led Mr. Shoemaker 
to give us a book: “Twice Born Ministers” 
(The Fleming H. Revell Co.) to prove 
that he is right in his contention. He has 
persuaded 12 ministers to tell their own 
stories of how they passed from con- 
scious failure to real success in their 
ministry: 

“Through this little book a dozen men 
in the ministry are saying to you, whether 
you are minister or layman, that a great 
thing has happened to them which can also 
happen to you — something which did 
not destroy but fulfilled and enriched 
their former religious convictions and ex- 
periences, which has helped them in know- 
ing how to meet people’s deepest needs, 
and freed them from innumerable burdens 
which they used to carry. The deepest 
mark of reality upon these stories, as I see 
them, is the radiant spiritual joy which 
shines through them. It is only the truth 
that makes men free.” 

These stories are rather remarkable. 
They come from all sorts of ministers in 
all sorts of ministries, but there is a unity 
in all these experiences and this unity is 
summed up by Mr. Shoemaker in the last 
chapter of this arresting book. First of 
all, there must be a fresh sense of sin. 
This is the beginning of all spiritual power. 
We must especially make a surrender which 
involves the break with our particular 
sins. - This means restoration and restitu- 
tion where we have sinned against others. 


special offering was received, and the 
money, amounting to 52 yen, was given 
to the City Social Work Department. Small 
cakes and Japanese oranges were then dis- 
tributed. Needless to say, there was not 
an unhappy face or heart among the 500 
present. 


About a year ago, Miyagi College ap- 
plied to the Imperial Japanese Government 
for the non-examination licensure priy- 
ilege for the graduates of the Domestic 
Science and the Music Courses. For a long 
time nothing was heard from the authori- 
ties, but about the middle of last term a 
representative of the Educational Depart- 
ment came to examine our equipment, reg- 
ulations, and the qualifications of the 
teachers. Evidently the college must have 
“passed” in these points, for when on Dee. 
28 I called at the Department I was 
promptly told that during January spe- 
cialists were coming to Sendai to examine 
the students of the graduating classes in 
If the students will 
on that occasion make a satisfactory show- 
ing, this much-to-be-desired privilege will 
very probably be ours. Thus another big 
joy may be in store for Miyagi in the near 
future. —Allen K. Faust. 
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There must be complete confession and a 
craving for forgiveness. “For some of us 
the Christian life has been a long aspira- 
tion; now let it begin somewhere in an act 
of complete, irrevocable self-surrender, 
with some human witness, if that will give 
it force.” After all this, the core and 
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centre of the New Life must be the Holy — 


Spirit. Not in the old theological sense— 
but in the sense of letting one’s self be 
thoroughly God-possessed, Christ-possessed. 
This means living every minute in a con- 
sciousness of God, the doing of everything 
as though Christ was walking by one’s 
side; the attacking of every task and 
duty in God’s name and as done for Him; 
the complete and utter faith that He will 
be with us and in us as we do it; the 
absolute trust in Him and sure reliance in 
His strength; prayer unceasing and also 
at set times—REAL prayer—talking to 
God and letting Him talk to us. Next you 
must devotedly set out to win others to 
Christ. Make this the one purpose of your 
ministry. Begin with one man and having 
won him, send him to win someone else. A 
small group of thoroughly converted, twice- 
born souls, souls full of the presence and 
passion of Jesus Christ, is worth infinitely 
more than a big congregation of conven- 
tional Christians. But let your Church 
once get such a group and congregations 
will come, money will come, everything 


- good will come! 


“We might win back by spiritual power 


the sons and daughters of our jaded and ~ 


machine-ridden age whom we have cer- 
tainly not won by our numerous substi- 
tutes for it. It is a serious time. The 
only thing that can prevent our world 
from going pagan is a fresh accession of 
power into the Christian Church. If I 
have said anything in this book about the 
Church or my brother-ministers which has 
seemed harsh or critical to some, I have 
said it because I have invariably found 
that the ultimate roots of spiritual. power- 
lessness in my ministry lay in my own 
life, and I may be pardoned if I think that 
there are many other men who are like 
myself. I am critical of the realized 
actualities because I believe so passion- 
ately in our unrealized possibilities. I am 
utterly convinced that the world wants a 
spiritual revival, and that the Church is 
not at present able to provide it, and that 
the Holy Spirit of God must sweep us 
again with His fire of light and power 
and joy before we can move forward from 
where we are.” 


—Frederick Lynch. 


OLD CHURCHES AND LONG 
PASTORATES 


The following article from the editorial 
page of the “Philadelphia Inquirer” of 
Jan. 23 last, will be of no little interest to 
some “Messenger” readers: 

At the close of a cordial letter from the 
Rev. David Lockart is this sentence: “I 
hope you will spend a day with me in 
Lebanon county.” 

That, sir, would be a rare treat. Some 
counties have one thing, some another, but 
Lebanon has nearly all of them. History, 
industry, scenic beauty and glorious farms 
all packed in that glorious region. Also, 
what for a century was the world’s most 
productive iron mine, old Cornwall, with 
a bookful of legend in itself. : 


But when today you motor that way, 


unless you are a prize dumbbell, the an- 


cient Churches will specially grip your at- 


tion. Speed away from Myerstown and as 
you pass down the valley you see vener- 
able Tulpehocken, which is more than two 
centuries old. The Myerstown Reformed 
Church, of which the Rev. Mr. Lockart is 
pastor, is a 75-year-old child of Tulpe 
hocken, 

(Continued on page 21) 
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WHAT WILL LENT MEAN TO YOU? 


A recent reference to Dr. Channing in the MESSENGER 
prompted a dear friend and teacher to send us a copy of the 
following beautiful and significant “confession” in a letter 
from Channing to his friend Frothingham, which deserves 
to be held in honor by all seekers after truth: 


“Once again I sought comfort with the blessed company 
of sages and saints of the Orient and Hellas—with Lao- 
Tzee and Kung-Fu-Tzee; with the writers of the 
Bhagava—Geeta and the Dhamma-Bada; of the hymns 
of ancient Avesta and the modern songs and sayings 
of the sages; with radiant Plato and heroic Epic- 
tetus, etc., etc. Once more they refreshed and _ re- 
inspirited me as of old. But they did something 
better. Hand in hand they brought me up to the white 
marble steps, and the crystal baptismal font, and the bread 
and wine-crowned Communion table—ay! to the Cross in 
the chancel of the Christian temple—and, as they laid their 
hands in benediction on my head, they whispered: ‘Here is 
your real home. We have been but your guides in the 
desert to lead you to fellowship with the Father and the 
Son in the Spirit of holy humanity. Peace be with you.’ 

And so, my brother, once again, and with a purer, pro- 
founder and tenderer love than ever, like a little child, I 
kissed the blood-stained feet and hands and sides of the 
hero of Calvary, and laid my head on the knees of the 
gentlest of Martyrs, and was uplifted by the embracing 
arms of the gracious Elder Brother, and in the kiss of 
mingled pity and pardon found the peace I sought, and 
became a Christian in experience, as through a long life I 
had hoped and prayed to be. Depend upon it, dear Froth- 
ingham, there is on this small earth-ball no reality more 
real than this central communion with God in Christ, of 
which the saints of all ages in the Church Universal bear 
witness.” 

This “central communion with God in Christ” is 
possible, to be sure, every day of our lives, but 
there are times and seasons peculiarly favorable for 
its cultivation and for the intensity and_ effective- 
ness of its expression. It is generally agreed that 
no time holds out to us richer spiritual. opportunity than 
the weeks of Lent. It is then that hearts are tenderer, it 


‘Lenten observance, it is in this Pentecostal year. 


is then that the wills of men are more approachable, it is 
then that “the gentlest of Martyrs’ comes closest to us 
and we most readily surrender ourselves to those “embrac- 
ing arms.” | 


“Lent!” What holy memories the word may suggest! 
To some of us it brings sacred recollections of high days 
in our spiritual experience, of moments of rare joy and 
peace when we exulted in the witness of the Spirit and 
evident answers to prayer, of great multitudes worshipping 
in the sanctuary, of unexampled demonstrations of power, 
of large spiritual ingatherings in our Churches. Perhaps 
it reminds you of victories won over self and sin, of genu- 
ine self-denials made for your Redeemer, of personal work 
to win others for Christ and the Church, of the unspeakable 
gratitude that filled your heart when a loved one, dearer 
than life to you, took his stand for “the hero of Calvary,” 
Who walked the way of sorrow, pain and death for us men, 
that He might redeem us unto God. 


But there is a question of more practical importance to 
you than any which involves the memories of bygone days. 
What will Lent in 1930 mean to you? What difference 
will it make in your manner of living, in the content and 
spirit of your religion and your Church membership? Is it 


possible that you have become so sophisticated or so indif- 


ferent that Lent for you has lost its old-time meaning, its 


“former summons to exceptional spiritual privilege and 
duty? 


These days should be full of heart-searching, be- 
cause if ever we should magnify the possibilities of the 
In the 
face of the spiritual illiteracy and poverty of this genera- 
tion and in the presence of the golden opportunity offered 
to us by this great anniversary, even the stones would cry 
out against us if we fail to pray more fervently, to work 
more earnestly, to live more “soberly, righteously and god- 
ly.” A Christian congregation ought to be an extraordt 
narily busy place during Lent. Every activity should be 
intensified, every means of grace should be magnified. 
Greater things should be attempted for our Lord than ever 
before; greater blessing should be expected. from Him. 
But these things will not be accomplished by the mere 
application of ecclesiastical machinery to raise the spiritual 
temperature; it is only by this “central. communion” of 
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each soul with God in Christ that our love shall become 
“purer, profounder and tenderer” and we grow to be better 
Christians in experience. “God is now willing; are you?” 
a A 
OUR DEBT 


In the Presbyterian Advance, Dr. Frederick Lynch de- 
scribes the “beautiful and never-to-be-forgotten” service 
at the funeral of Mr. Edward W. Bok. It was held out of 
doors at the base of the “Singing Tower” built by Mr. Bok 
in the middle of the famous Bird Sanctuary in Florida. 
Under a cluster of Royal Palm trees, which he himself 
had planted, and amid the singing of the birds for which 
he had made so lovely a home, and with the carillon of 70 
bells playing 200 feet above, Mr. Bok was laid away. The 
lake was shining at the foot of the hill, and above was a 
sky of exquisite blue. It was, says Dr. Lynch, “a fitting 
climax to a life that had been full of love for nature and 
service to humanity.” 

And as the burial service was being read, Dr. Lynch 
declares he “could not help thinking of the contributions 
immigrants have made to American life.” We get worried 
about immigration and “talk all the time about protecting 
American institutions from the distintegrating influence of 
the foreign born, but as I sat there I thought of Edward 
Bok, Carl Schurtz, Jacob A. Riis, Joseph Pulitzer, Andrew 
Carnegie, Leopold Damrosch, Theodore Thomas and a 
score of other immigrants who had enriched American life 
beyond measure.” 


How true this is! Who could not at once add other 
great names, like Victor Herbert and John McCormack in 
the world of music, and a multitude of others in every walk 
of life? It has been said that the Indians are the only 
“natives” in America. At any rate, we owe too much to 
our “importations” to think or speak slightingly of those 
not fortunate enough to be born in the United States. 
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OFFICIALS INCITING CRIME 


The Director of Public Safety of Philadelphia, who says 
he believes that rich folks ought to be compelled to obey 
the law, just the same as poor folks, ordered his cops to 
raid one of our leading hotels. When Gen. Butler went 
after the “big fellows” a few years ago, it will be remem- 
bered that he was promptly “fired.” It has been well known 
that conditions in the big hotels are pretty bad, but what 
are human rights when extensive property rights are in- 
volved? If raiding hotels is likely to cause a loss in patron- 
age, in attracting visitors, banquets and conventions, it 
simply must not be tolerated. So in this case. There was 
instant clamor. Although Director Schofield has not been 
summarily dismissed from office, as some hot-heads loudly 
demanded, a “compromise” has been effected between the 
hotel men and the Mayor, the details of which are with- 
held from the public. However the Mayor went to a din- 
ner of War Veterans at the Hotel which had been raided, 
and is said to have given assurance of “better and wetter 
conventions for Philadelphia.” At any rate, he is quoted as 
boasting: “You boys made the world safe for democracy, 
but I have made Philadelphia safe for conventions.” And 
then City Treasurer Kemp, former Postmaster and a regi- 
mental commander in the A, E. F., rose and added, in His 
Honor’s presence (according to the Philadelphia Record) : 
“We all know that there is a certain beverage which grows 
richer and finer with the passing years, but which has been 
prohibited by a certain Amendment. However, you may 
be assured you will not be molested when you bring your 
hip flasks to the coming convention here. There 
is never a convention without flasks.” When this 
was reported to Director Schofield, he declared the 
police would not stand for anything like that and 
expressed indignation at this promise to the veterans 
that they would be immune from arrest if they used 
hip flasks. Well, what shall we say about public officials 
who thus-give public encouragement to the violators of laws 
they are sworn to enforce? It is difficult to find restrained 
language to characterize such tredson to that obedience to 
law which Abraham Lincoln called “the political religion of 
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' 
the nation.” Any country must in the end pay dearly for 
such manifestations of official folly. 
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MULTITUDES SHOULD SIGN THIS PACT 


Whether or not you believe in the feasibility of the speedy 
union of denominations, you can and we hope you do be- 
lieve in the unity of all men and women of good will in all 
denominations. It has been said that “the greatest need of 
the times is for Christians to adventure in the practice of 
brotherhood beyond the narrow limits of their commun- 
ions.” Since “One is our Teacher and we are all brothers. 
in Him,” we should agree that the acknowledgment of the 
equality of all Christians before God must supersede the 
claim of any one communion to be superior to all others.. 
We believe that the Christian Unity League provides just 
the sort of movement most needed to secure the expression 
of this inward spiritual unity of individual Christians which 
is so essential in a divided Christendom. Membership in 
the League is conditioned on signing the Pact, and every 
Christian who believes in the simple statement made in this. 
Pact is invited to sign it and send his name to the head- 
quarters of the Christian Unity League, 230 N. Fulton 
Ave., Baltimore, Md. There are no required dues. We 
ask you earnestly to study this Pact; and if it expresses 
the faith of your own heart, sign it and influence others. 
to do so. The MEssENcER will be glad to know of a key- 
man or key-woman in every community who is willing to 
take charge of securing signatures as a labor of love. If 
you address The Christian Unity League you can secure 
copies of the Pact and all the information needed. The 
Pact is as follows: 

“We, Christians of various Churches, believing that only 
in a co-operative and united Christendom can the world be 
Christianized, deplore a divided Christendom as being op- 
posed to the Spirit of Christ and the needs of the world. 
We, therefore, desire to express our sympathetic interest in 
and prayerful attitude toward all conferences, small and 
large, that are looking toward reconciliation of the divided 
Church of Christ. We acknowledge the equality of all 
Christians before God and propose to practice this prin- 
ciple as far as possible in all our spiritual fellowships. We 
will strive to bring the laws and practices of our several 
communions into conformity with this principle, so that 
no Christian shall be denied membership in any of our 
Churches, nor the privilege of participation in the observ- 
ance of the Lord’s Supper, nor any minister be denied free- 


dom to our pulpits by reason of differences in forms of . 


ordination. Irrespective of denominational barriers, we 
pledge to be brethren one to another in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Saviour, whose we are and whom we 
serve.” 

Why should not every broad-minded follower of the Lord 
Jesus be willing to sign this Pact? And would it not be 
about as heartening as anything that could happen today 
if millions of Protestants would thus signify their essential 
oneness in Him Who lived and died for us all? 
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GREAT BRITAIN AND LITTLE BRITTEN 


The real leaders of the nation have often warned us that 
the foes we need most to fear are not those without, but 
those within. The most dangerous enemies of the nation, 
as of an individual, are those in our own household who 
reveal a spirit alien to our principles and aims. When those 
high in official place misrepresent our country before the 
world, they may do almost irreparable damage both to our 
prestige and our influence for good. Americans travelling in 
other lands, who have in conversation or conduct shown the 
spirit of the bully and braggart, have done a_ grievous 


‘wrong; but such an exhibition on the part of United States 
‘Senators and Congressmen is far more grave, because so 


many consider their half-baked statements official and there- 
fore an accurate reflection of the American attitude. 
One of the worst of these offenders is Representative 


Fred A. Britten, who unfortunately holds the influential ‘ 


position of Chairman of the House Naval Affairs Cor 
mittee, and has been for years one of the most persis 
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and ill-mannered “big navy” boosters. It is just too bad 
that, instead of joining with his fellow-citizens in praying 
and working for the success of the London Conference, 
Mr. Britten seems to consider it either his privilege or his 
duty to seize this “psychological moment,” when nothing 
should be said or done to sow seeds of suspicion, misunder- 
‘standing or ill-will, to vent his spleen against Great Britain. 
If this Conference fails, charges the Chicago Solon, “it 
‘wil be the third one that has been a fizzle because of British 
obstinacy.” 

The Philadelphia Inquirer puts it conservatively when it 
says that such an outburst at this time from a man in such 
a position is “nothing less than scandalous,” and the charge 
is “so absurd that it carries its own refutation.” But, alas 
and alack, we must expect some of our professional jingoes 
to say such things and to do such things, at the very worst 
time. Moreover, some people are likely to believe them. 
Sad as it may be, there are men who will stop at nothing 
tc hinder, and if possible to prevent, the success of the 
‘Conference—some of them will think themselves superior 
patriots and even feel that they are doing God service if, 
out of all this travail, they aid in defeating the hopes of 
millions for greatly decreased armaments and therefore 
amake necessary a competitive building program—a program 
which will prove not only costly but suicidal to all the 
nations concerned. The pestiferous jingoes and chronic 
trouble makers in officialdom are a terrible liability to any 
nation. We may not be able to close their mouths, but we 
can pray that the sober common sense of the American 
people may reject and repudiate all such appeals to pre- 
judice and passion. 

pe Pe 


HUMANITY OR BRUTALITY? 


The MEssENGER of Jan. 16 had an editorial on “The 
Wrong-doer and the Law” that interested one reader deeply 
and impels him to offer a few additional remarks. May he 
be permitted to say that the quotation from Judge Lewis, 
of Philadelphia, is an amazing utterance to come from the 
lips of a Judge in this enlightened and humane age? It 
harks back to the days of dungeons, and horrible punish- 
ments, and executions for even petty crimes. Does the 
learned judge not know that the world has moved forward 
in the last hundred years, out from the dark shadow of 
brutality that formerly characterized the treatment of 
‘criminals, and into the light of a kindly and humane age? 

Let it not be forgotten that brutality breeds brutality. 
Various reasons have been suggested for the terrible “out- 
breaks” that have occured within the past few months in the 
Auburn prison, New York, and the Colorado prison at 
Canon City. It is probably true that the over-crowded 
condition of those prisons, the bad and insufficient food 
and clothing, together with other unwholesome and hurtful 
conditions, had something to do with those “outbreaks” ; 
but, in the opinion of one who has had wide experience 
with prisons and prisoners, the real cause of those disturb- 
ances, whether it is ever made public or not, was the brutal 
treatment accorded those prisoners by the officers in charge 
of them. The leaders of those riots were brutes? Un- 
doubtedly! What made them brutes? Just as certainly the 
brutal treatment which they had suffered at the hands of 
their keepers had much to do with it. Let it not be forgot- 
ten that brutality generates brutality! 

No one informed and interested in regard to these great 
problems of criminality wishes to have a “penitentiary look 
like a Ritz-Carlton hotel,” but he is very certain that the 
harsh treatment that the learned judge would mete out to 
offenders would harden them and make them veritable 
fiends. They would come out from their “bread and 
water” diet resolved to get even with the society that had 
abused them! Of course, they would remember that “the 
days in jail were a horrible experience”; but they would 
come out sullen, angry, ugly, determined to repay the soci- 
ety that had treated them as brutes and transformed them 
into brutes! 

One Judge sentenced himself to a brief term in jail that 
he might get “first hand” knowledge of jail conditions, and 
it might be wise for other Judges to follow his example! 
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Simple as the process may seem, we are not going to solve 
these problems of crime by the mathematics of severity. 
Harshness breeds harshness and hate awakens hate. In- 
stead of treating a young offender as if he were a monster 
in human guise, how would it do to get into his heart, and 
awaken therein finer feelings, nobler purposes, real man- 
hood? That can be done; that is the way of humanity! 

—G. S. R. 

de RE 


IN DARKEST RUSSIA 


What is the Christian world to do with regard to the 
terrible situation in Russia? The persecution of religion 
by the Soviet government, reported from so many angles, 
seems to demonstrate conclusively that the situation is ap- 
palling, and an untold number of human lives is at stake. 
The leaders of various communions have spoken in no un- 
certain terms in calling for the sympathy and co-operation 
of the world in this crisis, and some have lodged protests 
with the American government, calling for some sort of 
intervention. It is probably true that what we need most 
of all is to pray that wisdom shall direct both our sympathy 
and our indignation. 

The New York World pictures vividly what a respon- 
sibility outsiders have. “They are being faced,” says the 
World, “with the horrible possibility that in threatening to 
intervene, they will incite the dictators to swifter and great- 
er measures of violence, and that they will encourage the 


devout peasants to count upon a kind of assistance from 


the outer world which the outside world cannot give them. 
‘there has been a good deal of blood shed in Russia, but 
what has happened would be nothing to what would happen 
if the desperate and fanatical dictators of Russia were 
given even a little reason to believe that a world-wide at- 
ack against Communism was being organized. The vic- 
tims of any such effort, be it a real effort or even an 
imaginary one, would be the people whom it would be de- 
signed to save.” 

It is obvious that Soviet rulers are using the protests of 
religious and political leaders to make the people of Russia 
believe that a world-wide conspiracy is being forced against 
them, and that the so-called defense of religion is really the 
first step in intervention by the Western powers, which is 
designed by capitalistic forces to rob Russians of their 
rights. It is obvious, therefore, that at this juncture we 
can help most by our prayers. We cannot be deprived of 
this right, and we should not doubt that spiritual weapons 
are far more powerful than carnal weapons could possibly 
be. It will be a part of our duty during Lent to remember 
at the throne of grace our brethren who are in such peril 
and travail in Russia. Have we the faith to believe that 
fervent and united prayer may even overcome the militant 
fanaticism of those who are determined to destroy religion? 


* OK OK 
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The Parables of Safed the Sage 
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THE PARABLE OF DISTINCTIONS OF BIRTH 


The Little Sister of the Daughter of the Daughter of 
Keturah is an Incredibly Sweet Little Damsel, but she hath 
her own Opinions which are sometimes Emphatick. She 
hath a Playmate of about her own age, and the two are 
often together. And the two are Religiously Instructed, but 
with some Variations. And the other Little Maiden is 
learning her Catechism, and she telleth her questions and 
answers unto the Little Sister of the Daughter of the 
Daughter of Keturah. 

And not long ago she recited a lesson that had in it some 
Geographick Information that was new unto the Little Sis- 
ter of the Daughter of the Daughter of Keturah. For the 
question was, In what State wert thou born into the world? 
And the answer was, In a State of Sin and Misery. 

Now the other Little Maiden found herself loving. more’ 
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and more the Little Sister of the Daughter of the Daughter 
of Keturah. And one day thus she spake unto her, saying, 
We love each other very much, do we not? Come, let us 
be sisters. 

But the Little Sister of the Daughter of the Daughter 
of Keturah answered and said, We are not sisters. We are 
not of the same Home, nor yet of the same Family, neither 
be we of the same Church. We were not even born alike; 
for I was born in Illinois, and thou wert born in a State 
of Sin and Misery. 

So that was what put the question of family relationship 
off the map in that particular instance. For there was no 
possible discussion of the importance of that distinction. 

Now, my friend old Samuel Johnson said that there was 
no use discussing whether a man were well-born or not, for 
every man who was born at all was well-born. But there 
is something to be said on the Other Side of almost every 
question, including that one; and I hold that it were better 
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to have been born in Illinois than in a State of Sin and 
Misery; although it is barely possible that the two systems 
of Geography do not entirely exclude the possibility that 
a man might be born in the two states simultaneously ; even 
as a Chinese giant is declared to have been born in two 
provinces, neither one of them alone being long enough to 
receive him. 

Now the two Little Maidens were not alienated by the 
distinction of birth, and continued to play together with 
very infrequent disagreements ; but I did not hear them dis- 
cussing any further the question into what States they were 
born into the world. And while I am not here present with 
intent to dispute any body’s catechism, I venture the re- 
mark that the Little Girl who had learned to state that she 
was born in a State of Sin and Misery was effectually 
stopped from claiming any high distinction of birth. Yet I 
believe on higher Authority that of such is the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 


Beyond Fundamentalism and Modernism 


(A series of brief articles suggested by the volume, “The Theology of Crisis,’ by H. Emil Brunner, Professor of 
Theology, University of Zurich, Charles Scribner's Sons, New York and London, 1929) 


PRESIDENT GEORGE W. RicHarps, D. D., LL. D. 


III. 
Critique of Fundamentalism 


The author credits the Fundamentalists 
with having “a great dynamic truth by 
which they live and which they must not 
lose if they are not to lose their best.” 
Among them, in Europe and America, are 
“many scholarly and devout men” whose 
theology one cannot lightly dismiss on the 
ground that it is “traditional and con- 
servative.” Orthodoxy “has not surrender- 
ed the substance of Christianity after the 
manner of liberalism.” It errs “in its in- 
sistence on the rigidity and finality of its 
form, which, because of its lack of critical 
insight, it assumes to be essential to its 
existence.” 

He finds the strength of Fundamentalism 
in its criticism of Modernism from the 
standpoint of the Christian faith. The 
Modernist may charge the Fundamentalist 
with not being scientific; the Fundamen 
talist may bring the counter-charge, that 
the Modernist is not Christian, in the 
hitherto accepted sense of that term. He 
teaches, “under the label of Christianity, 
a religion which has nothing in common 
with Christianity except a few words and 
these words cover concepts which are ir- 
reconcilable with the content of the Chris- 
tian faith.’ In this estimate of Modern- 
ism, the Fundamentalist and the consistent 
Modernists, among whom Troeltsch is the 
foremost, agree, namely: “That the real 
issue at stake is the complete surrender of 
genuine Christianity.” 

Brunner’s criticism of Fundamentalism 
is sufficiently biting and stinging to make 
its adherents wince. He speaks of it as 
the “orthodox, perversion of faith,’ faith 
turned into “intellectual knowledge, into 
a play of thought,” into “Schulmeisterei,” 
i. e., something that the school master can 
hand across his desk to his pupils. Not 
dogma as such, the formulated confession 
of the Christian congregation, is the mis- 
fortune, for without it the doctrine of 
Christ would gradually be crowded into 
the background by the opinions of men; 
the evil is rather that an intellectual 
formula affirming that God is in Christ is 
treated as equivalent to the fact itself. 
Thus it becomes a fetich for credulity and 
ceases to be a symbol for faith. “Noth- 
ing,” says the author, “so unfits one to 
understand God as the confusion of faith 
with a philosophical or theological system 
of doctrine.” 

The dogmatism of orthodoxy has fre- 
quently resulted in serious ethical indif- 
ference, misunderstanding, and failure. 
“How often did the Church even in its 


palmiest days of Pauline orthodoxy take 
the wrong side when moral issues were at 
stake! How often was it silent when it 
should have protested and did it protest 
when it should have been silent! e. g., on 
“questions relating to the conflict between 
capital and labor, the waging of war 
among nations, and.the like.” What does 
this hesitancy prove? “Surely this, that 
there is a cheap substitute for what looks 
like faith but is not faith, in reality; it is 
assent of the head to intellectual formulas 
instead of belief in the heart in the word 
of God. It simply is a warning 
against confusion of orthodoxy and of liv- 
ing faith, i. e., the isolation of the intel- 
lectual element in faith as a whole. When 
this is done belief amounts to a mere 
theoretical attitude towards life; it is no 
longer trust in a person but only a 
shadow of it.” 

The Fundamentalist assumes that the 


word of God is originally a fund of infor-- 


mation about God which is conveyed from 
one to another in a series of propositions. 
These are to be accepted as true and the 
believer is to shape his manner of life by 


JEWELS 


A newborn babe on a mother’s breast 

is a “Jewel” that will ever “stand 
the test’; 

A “Jewel” to whom God has giv’n a 
soul, 

With Heaven for its highest goal. 


The “Jewels” of a Roman matron 
fair, 

Her sons, to her were far more rich 
and rare 

Than the jewels all her friends pos- 
sessed 

And gloated o’er with worldly zest. 


But the “Jewel” the world should 
love the best, 

And One that outshines all the rest; 

Is the humble Babe of Bethlehem, 

For among them all He is the Gem. 


A “Jewel” too may be a word 

Giv’n to one who ne’er has heard 

The Master’s voice within his breast. 

Aye; it is such “Jewels” that “stand 
the test.” : 


—K. K..T. 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


them. The word of God is not primarily a 
creed or a dogma; it is a direct call or 
address (Anrede) of the living God to liv- 
ing men, a call to action with a promise, 
which men are to answer by obedience of 
faith. “The word of God can be answered 
only by the yea of decision and not by the 
yea of a theoretical conviction.” In the 
words of Bultmann: “By the revelation is 
not meant the impartation of knowledge, 
but the action which puts man into a new 
situation.” Faith, therefore, is nothing if 
it is not an ethical relation between God 
in action and men in action, out of which 
will come knowledge that is material for 


statements of faith and theological expo- — 


sition, The knowledge, however, is the 
effect of the vital relation of faith work- 


- ing in love; not the cause of it. Dogma is 


“a witness to something above it; if it 
ceases to be that it becomes a mere form 
of words—a fetich.’” The word of God 
when taken as a dogmatic formula ceases 
to be an address of God to man, a eall to 
action, but an object of man’s contempla- 
tion and theoretical knowledge—a weltan- 
shauung or a metaphysic. One now cam 
understand what Brunner means when he 


says, in his “Der Mittler” (p. 545), “There _ 


is no more dangerous enemy to morals tham 
dogma orthodoxy.” 


The Fundamentalist, also, seriously 
misses the mark when he proposes to find 
God in Jesus by historical study of the 


records in the New Testament; as if the ~ 


historian could prove that Jesus was the 
Christ of God in the same way as he would 
prove that Caesar Augustus was emperor 
of Rome. By the use of the same histor- 
ical method orthodoxy proves that Jesus 
was God incarnate, and liberalism proves 
that the Christhood of Jesus was a fiction 
of a later generation deftly attached to 
the Nazarene. When the Modernist has 
stripped Christ bare of that with which 
he was clothed upon, He stands forth as 
Jesus, the ideal man, the religious genius, 
the Jewish rabbi, or the Hebrew prophet. 
On this point Brunner says: “Faith only 
can find God in the man Jesus. Flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee.” “To 
see the revelation of God in Christ is a 
gracious privilege of faith, of the believer 


and not of the historian; or metaphysically ‘ 


speaking, the organ with which Christ 
apprehended is not the historian’s scie 
tifie eye but the spiritual eye of the be 
liever.” The mistake of orthodoxy has 
“its literalism—the trying to prove 
torical argument that Jesus ws 
man, This attempt at historical y 
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brought orthodoxy into conflict with sci- 
ence.” 

His literalism, also, leads the Funda- 
mentalist into an erroneous view of the 
Bible. He fails to distinguish between the 
letter which is the earthen vessel of the 
word of God and the word of God itself. 
The word of God is no more to be identi- 
fied with the words of Scripture than the 
Christ according to the Spirit is to be 
identified with the Christ according to the 
flesh. “He who identifies the letter of the 
Scriptures with the word of God has never 
truly understood the word of God.” The 
words of the Bible are human and subject 
to the errors of men; yet it is only through 
frail and fallible agencies that God ean 
speak to men. The word of God is far more 
than the words of Scripture. 

What will deliver us from the bondage 
of the letter and permit us to enjoy the 
freedom of the Spirit? Let the author an- 
swer: “Therefore one must be a biblical 
critic if he is to be a true believer. Other- 
wise he will confuse God’s word with an- 
cient cosmology and Israelitie chronology 
—the great error of the Fundamentalist! 
If one follows his method reason (as with 
the Modernist) makes itself master of the 
Bible. Luther, however, says: “The rea- 
son must be made a prisoner of God’s 
word.” It is at this point that the liberal 
has just cause to attack the Fundamen- 
talist. 


The literalism of orthodoxy, in its in- 
terpretation of the Bible, becomes legalism 
in its application to the Christian life. It 
breeds self-righteousness; infallible dogma- 
tism becomes moral perfectionism. Dog- 
matism and pharisaism are twin-born, In 
the words of Brunner, “the modern man 
finds the orthodox Churchman, on account 
of the audacity of his claim, to be ob- 
noxious, and justly so. He is it, he has it, 
he knows it; he is on the right side and 
the whole world is on the wrong side.” 
His claim of rightness in doctrine and 
morals grows out of his failure to recog- 
nize “that the true Christian does not 
really exist, for while he is a Christian he 
is and remains always a sinner as the 
others who are not Christian.” The author 
goes further and says: “The Christians and 
the non-Christians are equally responsible 
for the sins of the world and for its social 
injustice.” Even the Christian, according 


to Brunner, is not actually a saint or a 
righteous man; “he is a sinner as really 
as the criminal who is sentenced to the 
penitentiary. He is a saint only because, 
and in so far as, Christ covers and hides 
him and claims him for Himself.” 


At this point, it seems to me, the author 
raises a serious issue for Modernists no 
less than for Fundamentalists. This view 
of the Christian life was doubtless held by 
the evangelical Reformers but it has been 
modified in two ways: by the pietistie or 
methodistic view of conversion hy which 
“a sinful man is actually transformed into 
a Christian man,” and by the modernistic 
“easy-going belief in the goodness of man 
and humanity.” On that account one hears 
so much glib talk about the “Jesus way 
of life” as being the essence of Christian- 
ity and not so difficult for the modern 
man, with firm resolve on his part, to fol- 
low. One need only follow the gleam in 
his soul, live up to the truth he has, and 
in this way the Kingdom will gradually 
come. Jesus was ideal man; and why 
should men not be able to live up to the 
ideal? 


Upon what is the claim of actual Christ- 
liness, at least to a relative degree, based? 
The author traces it to an uncritical inter- 
pretation of the Bible. ‘Modernism and 
Fundamentalism are born of the same 
mother, that is, of the fear of sound crit- 
ical thinking. But let me add, this fear 
belongs to all of us. It is essentially a 
part of the ‘old man’; nay, it is his very 
essence. It is the pride of man who will 
not stand in the judgment of God, who 
will not concede that he is, really and 
wholly a sinner, whose only salvation is 
the grace of God.” The Modernist “digs 
himself in before this unheard of demand 
for confession of sin, behind an easy-going 
belief in the goodness of man; and Funda- 
mentalism finds safety behind its ortho- 
doxy and its ecclesiasticism. We try one 
way and then another; the important thing 
is that we discover both to be wrong. Faith 
must face this fact squarely and without 
evasion and know it to be true. Then and 
only then will we see the benefits that 
come out of the crisis of theology; and 
our fatal illness will turn into conva- 
lescence, into life itself.” 


Here we have come to the decisive point in 
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the critical theology—the doctrine by which 
it stands or falls. It is not the dualism 
of the world and the transcendant God,— 
that is a metaphysical concept; it is the 
dualism of divine grace and human merit, 
—that is an ethical concept. The primary 
question at issue today is not the recon- 
ciliation of science with religion but the 
reconcilation of sinful man to a holy and 
righteous God. The former issue is largely 
a smokescreen behind which men hide from 
the latter. Fundamentalism has toned 
down the opposition between man and God 
through legal moralism; that is, by being 
obedient to the law of God man can make 
himself worthy of salvation. Modernism 
has had recourse to ethical relativism 
which takes the sting out of sin, reduces 
it to imperfection, error, lawlessness, 
crime, and enables man by evolution, cul- 
ture, and moral effort to live in harmony 
with whatever he conceives the supreme 
Being to be. As for atonement, propitia- 
tion, resurrection, and mediatorial reign— 
these are ideas that belong to Paul and 
have been superseded by the re-discovery 
of the synoptist Jesus of Nazareth, our 
Teacher, Prophet, Example. The evan- 
gelical Reformers need to be corrected by 
Erasmus and Socinus, Schleiermacher and 
Ritschl, Troeltsch and Dewey. 


This may be true; at any rate here the 
decisive battle must be fought. It is, in 
new form, the ever-recurring conflict be- 
tween Paul and the Jewish Christians, 
Athanasius and Arius, Augustine and 
Pelagius, Luther and Socinus, Evangelicals 
and Unitarians. It depends upon the vie- 
tors whether in the future we shall have 
Christianity or Jesuanity; the one a reli- 
gion of redemption through atonement, the 
other a religion of refined ethical culture 
through human endeavor. The former 
waits and works for the realization of the 
ideal of life that man alone cannot reach 
but for which he has the sure promise of 
God; the latter idealizes the practicable 
and the attainable which, in the words of 
Professor Archibald Robertson, in his 
“Regnum Dei,” “is the note of inferior 
religions, not of the kingdom of Christ.” 


(The third of this series by President 
George W. Richards, will be published in 
next week’s issue of the “Messenger.”) 


The Courage of Conviction 


“I offer neither pay, nor quarters, nor 
provisions; I offer hunger, thirst, forced 
marches, battle and death. Let him who 
loves his country with his heart, and not 
with lips only, follow me.” Thus spoke Gari- 
baldi, in 1849, to the youth of Italy. The 
response was electric, vibrant with emo- 
tional abandon. Faith in the leader and 
his cause was enough to satisfy the volun- 
teers, whatever the fate awaiting them. 

In somewhat similar fashion, Jesus of 
. Nazareth, a youth of thirty years approxi- 
mately, launched His own leadership and 
teachings in a synagogue of His home 
town. For three years He went about 
preaching, teaching and healing. Within 
that short span of time, He built up His 
following. The effectiveness of the three 
years’ labor is not worthy of debate. No 
personality has endeared Himself more to 
life and thought throughout the centuries. 
No teaching has brought greater returns 
in a changing world order. So established 
is His personality and teaching, the sig- 
nificance of His death, that critics are more 
likely to be measured and weighed than 
He of whom they write. Whatever else 
may be claimed for the personality of 
Jesus of Nazareth, none has attained, much 
less matched, the supremacy and unique- 
ness which characterized Him in the art 
of living. 


By Henry LinForp KRAUSE 


The challenge of Jesus was to a con- 
structive, co-operative and unselfish living. 
Its immediate value lay in the reforms 
wrought in the bodies, minds and _ be- 
haviours of those who responded. The 
source of mysterious energy drawn upon 
lay deep within the personality of the 
Leader. The loveliness of His spirit, the 
simplicity of His parables, the genius of 
His rebuttals and the frankness of His 
mind held His following spellbound. The 
central thing He desired of His disciples 
was a trusting love of Him and each other 
until they might be ready for deeper rev- 
elations. The full impact of His life and 
teachings did not come until He was ecruci- 
fied. In various ways He intimated to 
them that His death would change their 
whole outlook of the meaning of life and 
living. When it did come, it found them 
shocked, bewildered and despondent. They 
withdrew to themselves and tried to rea- 
son the whole thing out. Then in the 
midst of their rationalizing, the irrational 
happened. They saw their risen Lord! 
They learned that there was something po- 
tential in their former Master and Teacher 
which could not be accounted for by ab- 
stract reasoning. They didn’t want to be- 
lieve it; but it became insistent. The 
Living Presence stood revealed! 

Biologically considered, this fact seems 


_trust or distrust. 


irrational. Yet those who take a mechan- 
istic hypothesis of life may soon be com- 
pelled to admit that there is a limit reach- 
ed in all physical investigations, beyond 
which we can merely project adventure of 
What can be further 
known about the reality of the Living 
Christ must be sought in the region of 
particular experiences, and therefore rests 
upon an empirical basis. In respect to the 
interpretations of these experiences, one 
must tolerate a variety of tnoughts. The 
conduct of the disciples of Jesus revealed 
a remarkable transformation. Bewilder- 
ment was followed by a courage of convic- 
tion openly declared without fear or favor. 
Mistake not their power of advocacy at 
Pentecost and beyond! What they said or 
the peculiarities of their conduct may not 
have much significance today; what set 
them afire with courage has tremendous 
meaning and value. The study of Paul’s 
conversion is equally as pertinent; for we 
are not sure that he ever came into con- 
tact with the ministry of Jesus. We shall 
have to take their word for it on the basis 
of personal integrity in the light of their 
remarkable change of attitude. Chris- 
tianity became more than excellent con- 
duct, more than subjective idealism; it 
became an objective power as well, in 
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which lay the and 
urgency, 

May the writer be pardoned the imperti- 
nence of introducing a personal experience 
which happened at 2 o’clock on the morn- 
ing of May 31, 1922? He lay in a hos- 
pital bed suffering from peritonitis, fol- 
lowing an emergency operation performed 
May 29 at 10 P. M. He discovered that 
he could not move hand, foot nor eye; yet 
his mind was never more awake and alert. 
His physical helplessness intimated the ap- 
proach of death; and he wished, somehow, 
to relay the information that he yearned 
to say farewell to his absent mate. The 
situation had its interest, wonder and be- 
wilderment as he studied it with a variety 
of emotions, even to that of amusement. 
Then he threw himself utterly on his 
Christ for a solution. If he never prayed 
before with utter helplessness and confi- 
dence, he did then. No words, of course, 
could be uttered—only the projection of the 
desire. Then came, shortly, this vividly 
emblazoned answer on the wall beyond 
him: Perfect Love shall cast out all Fear! 
As he analyzed its significance, he felt a 
quiet reassurance creep through him and 
soon discovered that he could move his 
members again. Did Christ or some bio- 
logical reaction cause the reply to that 
sincere abandon of personal capacity to 
determine the situation and act correctly? 
Psychologists have their answers and ex- 
planations in a measure; but it leaves a 
residium of doubt. Human bodies are the 
media through which personalities act; 
but how do we feel absolutely assured that 
human personalities do not receive aid, be- 
yond their own energies, from a creative 
source other than their own? The writer 
does not decry the contributions of science 
to the problem of personality and its un- 
derstanding; but he does resent the impli- 
cation that every sincere act of person- 
ality may be accounted for on a mechan- 
istic hypothesis. Why some people receive 
a conviction and others reject, perhaps 
equally as fervently, the presence of a 
divine assistance, must lie in the very na- 
ture of their personalities. Yet to wait 
until all strange experiences of life are 
categorically explained is to fall back 
upon a passive resignation which may lead 
to despair. Progress in science and reli- 
gion is based upon a mutual respect for 
each other and a pressing on together in 
faith and hope. Does the general charac- 
ter of things require that there be a di- 
vine contribution to human personality? 
A majority still say yes. With that con- 
viection, the writer accepts the credibility 
of the disciples and Paul’s testimony to the 
living reality of Christ, reinforced by his 
own limited assurances. 

Jesus Christ is still offering challenges 
and imparting power to men. They would 
gain immeasurably in character if they 
would take time to inquire into, adapt 
themselves to and begin to utilize the at- 


dynamic strength 


titudes towards God and men which were ' 


taken by Jesus. Teaching can be done in 
person or by letters. The Gospels and the 
epistles are records contributing to the 
development of both the power and the 
content of Christian life. The social or- 
der furnishes sufficient challenge to make 
the disciples loyal advocates. Too many 
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CHURCH LIKE A STORE WHERE 
GOODNESS IS GIVEN, NOT SOLD 


Being good is not enough. We 
must be goood for something. 
The Church is good. More than 


that is necessary. It wants to be 
good to somebody. That somebody 
is every one of us. 

We need that goodness. The 
Church knows it and knows that we 
know it. Tomorrow scores of 
Churches in this city and thousands 
in other places will open their doors 
of goodness. 

That is not sufficient. They know 
what they have to offer and they 
must make it plain to us. That is 
what they are doing. Here is an 
entire page telling what they have 
to offer, not for themselves, but for 
us. 

It is like selling goods by sample. 
The salesman must turn a prospect 
not only into a buyer, but into a 
satisfied customer. 

Those of us who are Church-shy 
are prospects. Here is a page of 
printed samples. Anything there 
that we need? 

There is, but some do not know it. 
Test a sample and be convinced. 
Others have tried the goods offered 
and found them all that were rep- 
resented. 

We may have been customers long 
age, but ceased dealing at this Chain 
of Christian Stores of Goodness. A 
change was made. Likely it was our 
fault. Give them another trial. 

The Church has more satisfied cus- 
tomers than any other enterprise and 
has held them longer. It has more 
testimonials than everything else 
combined. 

It is constantly improving its serv- 
ice. Fair dealing—which means the 
Golden Rule—is its motto. If we are 
dealing anywhere else, we are get- 
ting the same treatment? We are 
not, and we know it. Make a change 
tomorrow. 


Thank you. 
—Reading (Pa.) Eagle. 


confessed Christians are extremely un- 
stable and loose in their advocacy, if nu- 
merical strength is compared with daily 
conduct. There is pleading for shorter 
working hours resulting in a deplorable 
dissipation of bodies and minds in orgies 
of paganism. We introduce numerous 
labor-saving devices into our homes only 
to liberate many women folks for time- 
wasting indulgences. Men struggle like 
ferocious beasts for economic independence 
and then sink, back into debilitating com- 
forts and sophistications. Millions mob 
our amusement houses weekly and reap a 
whirlwind of sensuality, moral depravity 
and criminality among many of the de- 
votees. We trifle with the integrity of 
personality and family, and harvest a 
bumper crop of divorces, cynical youth and 
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amateur prostitutes. We set standards of 
extravagance and waste in advertisements 
and fill our homes with insatiable lust for 
things and promote economic discontent 
and despair. We prate about our demo- 
cratic heritage and tolerate the “practical 
politics” of our public servants, to wit, 
Chicago. We boast about our national 
wealth and prosperity and remain silent 
upon child labor, exploitation of backward 
nations, and crowded tenements. We glor- 
ify the arts and skills of the body and 
veneer the illiteracy and animalism of the 
masses. Who will claim that the Christian 
populace has no need of being empowered 
or no tasks to overcome? There is much 
being done; much still remains. To those 
who have the power and the vision, more 
shall be added; to those who have not, even 
that which they have will be taken away. 

The Kingdom of God is at hand! It 
always has been at hand, ever since Jesus 
Christ gave up his vigorous body in which 
dwelt His dynamic personality! He wasn’t 
concerned about the satisfied, the strong, 
the self-confident; He sought out the brok- 
en in body, the discontented, the poor, the 
bewildered, the forlorn and the despairing. 
Out of that dynamic personality issued 
compassion, healing, mercy, consolation, 
love and truth according to the need. He 
knew loneliness, the loneliness of a Crea- 
tor. He knew suffering, bearing the bur- 
dens of human aspirations and degrada- 
tions with compassionate understanding. 
He knew friendship, its loyalties and be- 
trayals, its joys and sorrows. He loved 
fellow beings, babes, children, adults, pub- 
licans, scholars, laborers, aliens, criminals, 
harlots—whom did He not love! He loved 
the field, the flower, the animal, the sky, 
the sea, domestic scenes and marts of the 
city. He loved life: He loved living. He 
was in the early bloom of manhood! And 
yet, the courage of His conviction was so 
strong that He would willingly die so that 
others, through His death, might grasp the 
meaning of His life and teachings and 
thereby empower and visualize their own 
lives. He rose above the weaker impulses, 
habits, attitudes, ideas and desires of nor-_ 
mal men and showed them a life lived in 
harmony with the will of a creative 
Father. The body in which this astound- 
ing adventure courageously took place was 
finally seized, tried and crucified. The 
personality was unaffected. He died on 
the Cross, having previously uttered words 
of reassurance to believers and followers 
and compassionate forgiveness to malefac-— 
tors. He didn’t thereby destroy evil nor 
evil living; but He did launch a new 
power, a new way to match it and over- 
come it with good. : 

The triumph of Christ’s new power and 
new way is attested in the varied reactions 
of believers, from that crucifixion down 
through the generations, Francis, of As- 
sissi, speaks no less forcefully than Paul, 
Martin Luther than Augustine, Stanley 
Jones than David Livingstone. The Cross 
and its meaning to life may be found. Per- 
haps many Christians have not contem- 
plated it enough! Ye cannot serve God 
and Mammon! Put on the armor of God, 
with the mind of Christ! 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Organic Church Union 


John 17:20-21. Neither pray I for these 
alone, but for them also which shall be- 
lieve on Me through their word; that they 
all may be one; as Thou, Farther, art in 
Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be 
one in Us; that the world may believe that 
Thou hast sent Me.” 

In the first part of the chapter Jesus 
prayed very earnestly for His disciples (v. 
9): “I pray for them; I pray not for the 
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world, but for them which Thou hast given 
Me; for they are Thine.” But in v. 20 
Jesus prays for others than those of the 
believers of that day: “Neither pray I for 
these alone, but for them also which shall 
believe on Me through their word.” It is 
a prayer for the people of the present time. 
“I pray for them also which shall believe 
on Me through their word.” 

This prayer of Jesus rebukes all narrow- 


ness and selfishness of the human heart, 
His prayer teaches us to be broadminded; 


to see more than our own small cirele; to 


take in the sweep of the world. 

Edwin Markham _ is 
American poet who has a compactness like — 
that of adamant, but a tenderness like the — 
rose petal. He has a spiritual fervor li 
the Apostle Peter. At the same time he 
has a keenness of insight into human prob- — 


an outstanding — 
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lems and into the ability of love to solve 
those problems, like some immortal. He 
is the author of “The Man with the Hoe” 
and “Lincoln, the Man of the People.” 
The power of love to solve human prob- 
lems is brought out in his little poem, 
“Outwitted”: 


“He drew a circle that shut me out— 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout; 
But love and I had the wit to win: 
We drew a cirele that took him in!” 


The prayer of Jesus was for the unity of 
all believers. “That they all may be one.” 
Here is the foundation of visible unity. It 
begins with a union of believers with 
Christ. It continues in a union of be- 
lievers with God the Father through His 
Son, Jesus Christ, and it has its consum- 
mation in a visible unity of all true 
believers. 

Say what we will, CHURCH UNION is 
a major subject. We can readily admit 
that there have been grounds and reasons 
for divisions in the past. There are those 
who hold that divisions are still neces- 
Sary in the visible kingdom. It may be 
a long time before we shall see all the 
parts of Christendom brought together in- 
to one whole. But this latter condition 
.is ideal. I think that the whole world is 
moving towards the ideal. We are con- 
fronted with the unreasonableness of hav- 
ing over 200 denominations of Christians, 
And there are many religious freaks who 
cannot find congenial company in any one 
of these. There are other thousands, some 
of them members of Churches, who delight 
in a denatured Christianity. We have, alas, 
scismatics and sects. But leaving these 
out, let us take a look at the major divi- 
sions of the Church. We have 3 Reformed 
bodies; 6 Presbyterian; 14 kinds of Bap- 
tists; 15 kinds of Methodists; 18 kinds 
of Lutherans; 4 kinds of Quakers; 3 kinds 
of the Church of the Living God. The 
other denominations are split up in about 
the same way. 

Because of our divisions there is over- 
lapping in many communities, and as a 
consequence there is neglect in other com- 
munities. A town of 300 people in Mis- 
souri has 6 different congregations of as 
many denominations. In Illinois is a town 
of 1,500 people with 9 denominations. In 
Vermont is a town of 3,500 people with 13 
denominations. A small town in Pennsyl- 
vania has 3 Presbyterian Churches, 3 
United Presbyterian, 3 Methodist, 2 Epis- 
copal, 1 Church of the Disciples. 

Most of our denominations had their 
origin in a desire to witness to some par- 
ticular phase of the truth. But these 
truths have now become the common prop- 
erty of all. It is high time to start a 
movement for union. Dr. A. A. Hodge 
said: “The various denominational forms 
of the living Church are all one in the 
essentials, and differ only in the acci- 
dents.” These divisions do not accord with 
the mind of Christ. He payed for union; 
“That they all may be one.” He declared: 
“There shall be one fold and one shepherd.” 
I am aware that there are earnest souls 
who say that this means an ethical, an 
inward unity, and that the Master does 
not have in mind an outward oneness, a 
visible unity. I have always sympathized 
with the little girl who heard a minister 
argue that the prayer of the Master was 
not out of harmony with denominational 
separation. This child went to her mother 
and asked: “Mamma, if Jesus did not 


Briefly stated, the purpose of Lent is to 
get us closer to God. To attain this we 
must gain mastery over self, overcome 
carelessness in matters religious, fulfill 
Church obligations, and awaken in a larger 
sense to the fulfillment of all Christian 
duties. 


mean what He said, why did He not say 
what He meant?” 


Much valuable time has gone by while 
we have been multiplying our divisions. 
But let us not be discouraged. Church 
union cannot be much longer blocked. Let 
us adapt the words of the immortal Glad- 
stone, embodied in his great oration on 
the Reform Bill in the British Parliament: 
“Time is on our side. The great spiritual 
forces which are moving onward in their 
might and in their majesty and which 
the tumult of this present time can neither 
impede nor disturb, these forces are on 
our side. And though there may be hours 
during which our banner shall droop over 
sinking hearts there will come a time when 
it will float again in the eye of heaven and 
be borne onward to a certain and perhaps 
to a not distant victory.” 


“In Him there is no east nor west, in Him 
no south nor north, 

But one great fellowship of love through- 
out the whole wide earth. 

In Him shall true hearts everywhere their 
high communion find; 

His service is the golden cord close bind- 
ing all mankind.” 


The way to begin to unite is to begin! 
The Reformed Church in the United States 
stands pledged to Christian Union. Just 
now we are face to face with the question 
of union with the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ and the Evangelical 
Synod of North America. A “Plan of 
Union” has been formulated by a joint 
commission composed of the commissions 
of Church Union of these three denomina- 
tions. The “Plan of Union” has been given 
to the people of these Churches. Wide 
study of the same is desired and encour- 
aged. The name proposed is “The United 
Chureh in America.” 


It is easy to oppose proposals for 
Church union. It is also very easy to 
obstruct tendencies toward Church union. 
It is easier to oppose a movement than 
to join in with it. Prof. Thomas Nixon 
Carver says: “It may be laid down as a 
general law that anything which separates 
people into sharply distinguishable groups, 
whether it be geographical boundary, a 
racial difference, a difference of religious 
creeds, or a class distinction, will pro- 
duce between the groups thus separated, 
first, ignorance of one another, then sus- 
picion growing out of ignorance, then mis- 
understanding growing out of that ignor- 
ance and suspicion.” What the Churches 
need is a determination to come to a sym- 
pathetic understanding of the necessity 
of entering into Church union. Organic 
union of Christian Churches will be easy 
of accomplishment once we have the mind 
to unite. Surely the time is opportune. 
Angels are awaiting the good news in 
heaven, The Holy Spirit will compactly 
weld together in the bonds of sacred love 
those who have a heart-burning desire to 
see the Savior’s prayer for union answered. 


A trained architect had planned a steel 
structure to span one of our great rivers 
so as to unite two splendid commercial 
centers as well as two widely extended com- 
monwealths. He had spent months upon 
its infinite details. It was finally perfectly 
laid out in clear blueprints and minute 
specifications. The contract was awarded 
to a responsible corporation for the con- 
struction of such bridges. Materials were 
gathered from the ends of the earth. Or- 


The Purpose of Lent 


By Robert Lee Bair 


The Church invites us to go with our 
Lord in spirit into the wilderness and 
wrestle there with our life’s problems, 
separating ourselves for a season, from the 
ordinary pursuits of worldly pleasures. 
These, whilst innocent in many ways, 
when constantly indulged in tend to warp 
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ders were given. Foremen were busy on 
both sides of the river. Armies of work- 
men did their work day after day, until 
finally the two immense spans were pro- 
nounced finished. The hour came when 
they were swung out to meet over mid- 
Stream. The workmanship appeared to be 
perfect, like the handiwork of God. Pre- 
pared machinery was set in motion. On 
this side of the river and on that the great 
spans of steel mechanism moved majestic- 
ally in ares of the circle. Nearer and 
nearer they came together over the center 
of the waters. The interest of the watch- 
ers was intense. And then as they came 
into final position the applause was deafen- 
ing. Success has crowned the labors of 
architects, engineers and workers, 
: But when overseers went to the point of 
Junction of the two spans with bands and 
braces and rivets to bind them perma- 
nently together they were horrified to dis- 
cover that a space of four inches separated 
the two parts. Somebody had made a mis- 
caleulation. Somebody was guilty’ of mak- 
Ing a terrible mistake. Everybody was dis- 
appointed. Dismay filled the hearts of the 
builders. What in the world could be 
done? They called up the office of the 
architects in the city and explained the 
terrible predicament. Would they not send 
out some one to show them what the trou- 
ble was and point out the one who was re- 
sponsible for such a tragedy? The chief 
himself came out. He looked the situation 
over. He ordered certain measurements 
taken and had these compared with the 
drawings. With a satisfied expression on 
his countenance he assured the men that 
everything would come out all right. He 
directed them to return to their homes and 
camps for the night and to return at ten 
o'clock the next morning. Long before 
the appointed hour many of them were at 
the site of the bridge. At 10 o’clock or- 
ders were given for the assembling of 
necessary tools and equipment and mate- 
rials at the point of junction. This was 
fully attended to by 12 o’clock noon, at 
which moment to the joy of everybody the 
two spans fitted perfectly together and the 
necessary finishing touches were put upon 
them. What was the secret of their com- 
ing together? The warm rays of the mid- 
day sun had caused the expansion of steel 
for which the experienced and _ skilled 
architects had made provision. The mir- 
acle had been wrought in the union of the 
two great spans. Pes 
Can three great denominations of Chris- 
tians, having a common heritage, of the 
same national origins, loving the same 
Lord and Savior, come together into or- 
ganic Church union? To ask the question 
is to answer it. 


“Blest be the tie that binds 

Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above.” 


In the impulses of the human heart apart 
from the cementing power of the Holy 
Spirit it might he impossible for these 
three bodies of Christians to come into 
organic Church union. But as the steel in 
the bridge spans yielded to the wooing, 
warming power of the sun’s rays, so will 
the hearts of a million and a quarter mem- 
bers of these 6,000 congregations be warm- 
ed to each other, and they will come to- 
gether under the inspiration of this blessed 
influence into a powerful organic Church 
union, to the unbounded joy of everybody. 


our judgment and weaken our will. We 
need to visualize our teal selves in God’s 
sight. 2. 
Lent emphasizes the need of: spiritual 
retreat. It is necessary for us to spend 
more quiet moments seeking the Divine: 
Presence. Listening, God will speak to-us., 
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He strikingly reveals Himself to all that 
wait for Him. He did so to Moses on the 
mount, Elijah in the cave at Horeb, John 
the Baptist in the desert, St. Paul in 
Arabia, the Apostles in the Upper Room, 
St. John in exile on Patmos, Jesus Himself 
spending forty days in the wilderness, fast 
ing, enduring temptations, keeping soli- 
tary vigils. Lent commemorates these 
forty days’ sufferings of our Lord and calls 
upon us to cultivate the same spirit in 
which He endured. 

It is impossible to lay down precise 
rules for the keeping of Lent, which are 
suitable for all. Details must be deter- 
mined by each individual according to age, 
occupation, health, habits, ete. However, 
certain fundamental exercises the Church 
does prescribe: 

1, Prayer and Worship, both public and 
private. Every Church should provide a 
schedule of special services, designed to 
awaken penitence, by reviewing the scenes 
of the Temptation, Passion and Death of 
our Lord. 


2. Fasting. Our Lord fasted. His 
Apostles and the first Disciples fasted. The 
Jews today fast. The Roman Catholic 
Church enjoins it upon her members. Near- 
ly all religions observe it. As a means of 
self discipline, in order to keep in subjec- 
tion and under control the appetites of the 
physical body, it is a good practice. 


3. Almsgiving. Especially self-denial 
offerings—something given to God which 
ordinarily we would spend on self. Alms- 
giving is an act of worship. Lenten en- 
velopes are an aid. Many congregations 
use them during the Lenten season. Mem- 
bers are encouraged to place gifts in them, 
which by some act of self-denial they save 
for God. They bring them to His altar 
and leave them there as a token of love, 
for Kingdom purposes. 


It is always a costly enterprise to fol- 
low Jesus, but especially so to follow Him 
during Lent. Anyone who goes with the 
Master, through the agony of the forty 
days and nights in the barren desert and 


Marcu 6, 1930 


remains with Him in solitary vigil amidst 
the darkening shades of Gethsemane, 
knows something of what must be endured. 
It takes faith, courage, determination, pa- 
tience, love, with much prayer, to observe 
Lent. 

Life is full of competing interests. We 
are in constant danger of having our at- 
tention diverted from first things to see- 
ondary. God demands the first place in 
our hearts. He will be satisfied with 
nothing less. He will cleanse and redeem 
and save us if we believe in Him. Into 
a larger measure of His salvation may 
many souls enter at this season. 


Looking unto Him, who for the joy that 
was set before Him endured the cross, let 
us take up our cross, deny ourselves, and 
follow Him. 


Near the cross, O Lamb of God, 

Bring its scenes before me, 

Help me walk from day to day 

With its shadow o’er me. 
Boonsboro, Md. 


Putting Christ In Christian Education 


Better than a vacation in Florida, even 
though it was in Chicago, was the chance 
to sit in where those who are training our 
Sunday School teachers had their confer- 
ences. Having been at the Art Gallery 
along the lake and found, in addition to 
the masterpieces, a life-size picture of 
Chicago’s greatest preacher of a score of 
years ago, Dr. Frank W. Gunsaulus; and 
also a large medallion of Chicago’s great 
preacher and religious educator of today, 
Dr. Shailer Matthews, I wondered who is 
coming to the fore now. Of course Dr. 
John Timothy Stone is easily one of the 
foremost pastors, and Dr. Charles W. Gil- 
key a great university pastor. But we like 
to know who now is coming forward in a 
fine big way. Almost unknown, Dr. Boddy, 
of the First Presbyterian Church, who in 
leading the devotions each morning, so 
deeply impressed everyone that now he 
will be spoken of and made known all 
over our land, as these educators were 
representative not only of the denomina- 
tions, but of all sections. 


It is a hopeful day for our Church 
Schools. The speakers they had invited 
were all so insistent on the pruning away 
of all the many things that have nothing 
to do with the teaching of Christianity. 
It is evident that in the eagerness to en- 
rich the life of the child and to make 
more worth while the work of the Church 
School, much has been brought in that 
might well be left to the Publie School, 
and give full right of way to things which 
a child really would not get at all unless 
he got it in the Sunday School. 


Dr. Shailer Matthews was insistent that 
Sunday School education must be more 
than religious. He said a Hebrew, a Mo- 
hammedan, or a Hindu can be religious: 
and that we have no other reason for Sun- 
day Schools than to teach Christianity— 
Christian Education. He was even more 
specific. “We might have the scholar to 
know all about the Bible, very good; all 
about the Life of Christ, very fine; but 
we must get the person to know Christ in 
an individual, personal experience and to 
live in a loyal fellowship with Him.” This 
was pressed home, not only as essential, 
but as the crying need, because of “the 
condition of the Church today.” Dr. Mat- 
thews stated that “one of the largest de- 
nominations, this year, has in prospect 
hardly 20 young men to enter the semi- 
naries to prepare for the ministry. He 
took a fall out of the term, “Leadership 
Training,” saying we cannot make leaders, 
we can only prepare people to render serv- 
ice. Whether they become leaders depends 
upon the quality and spirit of their service, 


By J. H. String, D.D. 


The test of leadership is: “Does any one 
follow?” 


The perils of professionalism were set 
forth kindly, but so urgently as to eat like 
acid into the unloveliness, the lack of sym- 
pathy, the unwillingness to co-operate, the 


BOOK THOUGHTS 


I sometimes stop to think about 
My books upon the shelves; 

I wonder if they whisper things 
And talk among themselves. 


But I suppose they never talk; 
They’d rather be a part 

Of things I think and dream about 
Deep in my mind and heart. 


My books are just like friendly 
friends, 
No two are just the same; 
I love them for their different ways, 
And know each one by name. 


One friend takes me to foreign 
lands; 
Another shows me kings; 
While still another teaches me 
Of places, men, and things. 


Some show me how to use my hands 
In many, many ways. 

And others take me racing back 
To strange and ancient days. 


Yes, all my books are friends indeed; 
With them I always find 

A kindly welcome and the best 
Of food for heart and mind. 


—Children’s Leader. 


absence of the Christ-like compassion and 
approachableness which are all too com- 
mon. When men and women who are head- 
ing up religious education purposely have 
men like Shailer Matthews, E. Bourner Al- 
len, Dr. Boddy and others to talk so plain- 
ly to them and take it so gladly, there is 
not much danger that all of the courses 
and grades of study they have set up, the 
advanced methods of study promoted and 
the vast amount of material created and 
accumulated will give us a religious edu- 
cation without Christian teachers and 
scholars trained to become more like Jesus. 

A few minutes’ walk from the Hotel 
Stevens, the largest hotel in the world, 
where the yarious groups of specialists in 


Sunday School work under the Interna- 
tional Council of Religious Education were 
in session, was the largest Museum of Nat- 
ural History in the world, the Field Mu- 
seum. In its spacious lobby stand stuffed 
elephants and the skeletons of long 
tinct monsters. In the numerous halls and 
rooms are all kinds of animals, fish, birds, 
reptiles in settings like that in which they 
live. 
lege students being guided by a lecturer 
through all of this. Shailer Matthews ex- 
plained the intricacies of the present 
course in the theological seminary as the 
purpose to prepare the coming ministers 
to know the whole of life in the world in 
which he is to present Christ as its key. 
If religious education has become more 
complex, if it almost baffles the untrained 
who love to labor in the Sunday School, it 
is not because it has any desire to assume 
a superior air; but, because it has a pas- 
sion to minister to all of the child by 
knowing all about the child and all about 
the world in which the child ‘is to live and 
all about God who made the world so fair, 
and all about Christ who makes the world 
and life mean so much to the child. 

How strange are contrasts! Facing the 
great Field Museum of Natural History, 
with all its big things, is the statue of 
Pasteur, who called the attention of the 
world to living things so infinitesimally 
small that they can be detected only by 
the keenest eye aided by a powerful micro- 
scope. 

The big things are built up by the little 
things. Little things undermine and de- 
stroy big things. At that very moment, 
Chicago, our second largest city, one of 
the greatest cities of the world, was in the 
grasp of racketeers, two-gun hold-up men, 
its schools about to close, its police force 
about to leave it to crime, its firemen to 
cease vigilance, and its hospitals and in- 
stitutions to be left without food, fuel or 
light—all because of official corruption and 
individual indifference. Right there, in 
that gathering of Sunday School workers 
was the solution of which few were aware. 
A cure lies in effective Christian educa- 
tion and resultant Christian life. As Christ 
said, “salt”? to save from decay, “light” to 
dispel the darkness, “leaven” powerfully 
to move the whole lump toward righteous- 
ness. If any city needs effective Sunday 
Schools, it is Chicago. In Christ and Chris- 
tianity will be found the only cure for 
that city’s ills. It is being set forth that 
all of our cities are as crime-ridden and 
as politically corrupt. If that is so, every 


community needs to have the sort of Ohris- 


tian training that 


produces Christ-like 
character. ‘ —* 


. 
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A WORD OF FAREWELL 


Mrs. Schneder and I are now at San 
Francisco about to set sail once more for 
Japan. From the time we landed in May 
of last year, when many letters of welcome 
awaited us here, until now, there has been 
one continued manifestation of kindness 
on the part of many friends in the Church. 
Never have friends been so kind and so 
precious as this time. And we go back 
with hearts full of gratitude and of new 
inspiration for God’s work in Japan. We 
heartily thank one and all, and we ask 
them to continue their prayers for us. 

—D. B. Schneder. 

Feb. 22, 1930. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. W. H. Causey from Harrisonburg, 
Va., to 2009 Hollyrood St., Winston-Salem, 
Ne Cs; 


Rev. E. Wilbur Kriebel from 2004 Han- 
over Ave., to 915 Wahneta St., Allen- 
town, Pa. 


Rey. H. L. Logsdon from Cumberland, 
Md., to Stoyestown, Pa. 

Rev. S. V. Rohrbaugh from Akron, O., 
to Payne, O. 


The Glee Club of Cedar Crest College, 
Allentown, sang in the Telford, Pa., 
Church, Rev. George W. Spotts, pastor, on 
Friday evening, Feb. 28. There are 30 
members of the club, directed by Miss 
Dawn Cardner, head of the vocal depart- 
ment at Cedar Crest. 

On March 2, Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, editor 
of the “Messenger,” was the preacher at 
the college chapel service at Lafayette 
College, Easton. In the evening he filled 
the pulpit of the First Reformed Church, 
of which he was pastor 1904-12. 

“The Reformed Church Advance” is the 
name of the newsy little 4-page monthly 
devoted to the interests of the congrega- 
tions of our denomination in the Buffalo, 
N. Y., district. Edwin K. Gross is editor 
and publisher, and the first two issues cer- 
tainly do him credit. 

At an election for pastor, held in First 
Church, Delaware, O., Feb. 16, Rev. Ervin 
E. Young, of Central Church, Dayton, O., 
was unanimously elected and has been ex- 
tended a call. It is expected that Rev. Mr. 
Young will accept the call and assume the 
active duties not later than Mar. 15, 1930. 

Thomas L. Young, 83, retired business 
man of the South Side, Bethlehem, Pa., 
died Mar. 2 at his home. He organized 
several business establishments in that city 
prior to his retirement several years ago. 
Mr. Young was identified with First 
Church, Rev. A. H. Schuler, pastor. He is 
survived by 3 sons and 2 daughters. 

Dr. J. Lewis Fluck and Prof. V. C. Zener, 
of Albright College Faculty, were in an 
automobile accident Tuesday morning, Feb. 
25, while on the way from Myerstown, Pa., 
to their classes in college, when within 2 
blocks of the school. The cars involved 
were considerably damaged, but the occu- 
pants needed very little medical attention. 

We are sorry to hear that our friends, 
Mr. and Mrs. P. H. Bridenbaugh, and Miss 
Blanche Oellig, of Martinsburg, Pa., were 
in a recent automobile accident. Mr. 
Bridenbaugh and Miss Oellig have, we 
understand, recovered from the effects, but 
Mrs. Bridenbaugh is still under the doctor’s 
care. We hope for a speedy recovery. 

Our good friend, who is the Nestor 


among our clergy, the Rev. Dr. U. Henry 
Heilman, on Mar. 2 celebrated his 92nd 


birthday by preaching the sermon at the 
observance of Old Folks’ Day in Tabor 
Chureh, Lebanon, Rey. Dr. W. D. Happel, 
pastor. Numbered among the congrega- 
tion were 4 members who have passed the 
90-year mark and a score were more than 
80 years old. Our best wishes to them all. 


President Joseph H. Apple, of Hood 
College, is secretary of the Committee of 
Arrangements for the Conference of Rep- 
resentatives of the Colleges of Liberal Arts 
of the U. S., to be held in Chicago, Mar. 18- 
20. This is a most significant gathering, 
and it is hoped there will come a clearer 
recognition of the indispensable place of 
the Liberal Arts College in American edu- 
cation, and a more adequate support of 
these worthy institutions. 

St. John’s 8S. 8., Martinsburg, Pa., Rev. 
Victor Steinberg, pastor, is enjoying the 
new Church School Hymnals secured from 
the Board of Christian Education. The 
“Red and Blue” Church School Contest has 
kept the attendance to a high mark. The 
Ladies’ Aid Society has purchased 100 
chairs for the school. The Brotherhood of 
the congregation was addressed in January 
by Rey. John Campbell, of Roaring Spring. 
Dr. Keim Bonebreak will be the host at 
the next meeting, March. 12. 

Statistical reports for the year ending 
Dec. 31, 1929, have already been received 
by the stated clerk of the General Synod 
from the stated clerks of the following 
Classes: Ursinus, South Dakota, Manitoba, 
Edmonton, Clarion, Allegheny, Chicago and 
Missouri. All of these reports, with the 
exception of one which has a slight error 
in addition, and from which Dr. Stein is 
waiting for permission to make correction, 
are 100 per cent accurate in reference to 
present communicant membership and total 
of all benevolence. 

In St. John’s Church, Bethlehem, Pa., 
Rev. Walter D. Mehrling, pastor, Foreign 
Mission Day was observed; the booklet, 
“The Fellowship of Prayer,’ is being dis- 
tributed; the committee to conduct the 
sale of fasnachts by the Ladies’ Aid So- 
city has completed its work; Lenten prayer 
services will be conducted each Friday eve- 
ning; the S. S. has made a contribution 
toward the Hungarian work at Vinton- 
dale, which Church was destroyed hy fire. 


The young people of First Church, High 
Point, N. C., Rev. W. R. Shaffer, pastor, 
had charge of the evening service Feb. 23, 
at which time Paul Jenkins and Miss Elon 
Long delivered addresses. There was spe- 
cial music by the young people’s choir. 
There were 28 members who were present 
at every service during February; during 
Jan. 25 had a perfect attendance. On Mar. 
14 a CO. E. rally will be held at which Dr. 
Ira Landrith, of Chicago, will be the speak- 
er. The Evening Missionary Circle recent- 
ly gave the play, “A Kentucky Belle,” 
which was very much enjoyed; the pro- 
ceeds were about $90. 


Rev. H. I. Aulenbach, pastor of First 
Church, Berwick, Pa., is conducting an 8- 
week Bible Study course for boys in the 
Berwick High Schools. The course is en- 
tirely voluntary, yet 87 boys have en- 
rolled. This reveals, to some extent, the 
religious interest of our young people. The 
8-week Church Loyalty Crusade conducted 
by the 15 co-operating Churches of Berwick 
was a splendid success from the standpoint 
of interest, attendance and real Church 
loyalty. This same group of Churches are 
uniting in co-operative Lenten and Pente- 
costal programs. 


A Lenten Retreat for ministers and 
elders of Juniata Classis, will be held in 


- cost. 


St. John’s Church, Hollidaysburg, Pa., on 
Monday, Mar. 10. The program is as fol- 
lows: 10 A. M., Quiet Hour in charge of 
Rev. W. E. Reifsnyder; 11, Paper by Rev. 
R. J. Harrity. Subject: “What May We 
Expect from the Holy Spirit Today ?”’; 
12, Luncheon. Round table discussion of 
the paper, led by Rev. F. D. Eyster; 1.30 
BP; M., Preparatory Service and Holy Com- 
munion in charge of Rev. R. R. Jones. 
Sermon by Rev. J. M. Runkle, DD ss" 3; 
Quiet Hour in charge of Rev. J. Albert 
Kyler, D.D., “Interpreting the Retreat.” 


On Mar. 4 the men of the Reformed 
Churches of Buffalo, N. Y., and vicinity, 
met at Zion Church for the double 
purpose of organizing a local chapter of 
the Reformed Churchmen’s League and of 
paying tribute to their eminent fellow- 
Churchman, Hon. Charles A. Freiberg, who 
has been a distinguished public servant, as 
an assemblyman and state senator, and who 
is now sheriff of Erie County. Mr. Frei- 
berg has been supt. of Emanuel 8. S. and 
president of the board of trustees of that 
Church. J. Q. Truxal, Esq., executive sec-- 
retary of the Churchmen’s League, was the 
principal speaker. Mr. E. K. Gross pre- 
sided at the dinner in Sheriff Freiberg’s 
honor, and the genial sheriff responded 
most fittingly. 

As it is expected that there will be an 
unusually wide reading of the Acts of the 
Apostles and its companion volume, the 
Gospel of St. Luke, during the period be- 
tween Easter Sunday and Whitsunday, the 
American Bible Society calls the attention 
of pastors and other Church workers to the 
fact that it is ready to supply copies of 
these books in attractive form at le each. 
Prayer groups, S. S. classes, young peo- 
ple’s groups, the mid-week service, and 
private devotions, can all be stimulated 
by distribution of these booklets. Either 
volume can be inserted with a letter in an 
ordinary envelope at no additional postage 
You can order these books through 
your local agency of the American Bible 
Society. In Pennsylvania, it is located at 
701 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 

The Board of Foreign Mission on Mar. 
2 held two farewell services in honor of 
Mary Elizabeth Hoffman and Carl Schultz 
Sipple, missionaries-elect to Japan. The 
service for Mr. Sipple was held in Zion’s 
Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. Simon Sip- 
ple, D.D., pastor, at 10.45 A. M., and the 
service for Miss Hoffman was held in 
Egypt Union Church, Egypt, Pa., Rev. 
Thomas R. Brendle, pastor, at 7 P. M. Dr. 
Allen R. Bartholomew preached both ser- 
mons and the consecration services were 
led by Rev. Jacob G. Rupp, D.D. 

The American Bible Society has prepar- 
ed a new stereopticon lecture, “The Old 
Book Finding New Friends,” which is now 
available to pastors and religious workers 
interested in the Bible. This lecture pic- 
tures in an interesting way the various 
steps and processes involved in translating, 
printing, and distributing the Scriptures. 
One section is devoted to the special serv- 
ice rendered in providing Scriptures in 
Braille and other systems suitable for the 
Blind. Persons desiring to use this lec- 
ture and willing to pay return transporta- 
tion charges may secure it free of cost 
from any of the agency secretaries of the 
Society or through a request sent to the 
American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York City. 

In the Numidia Charge, Catawissa, Pa., 
Rev. A. LeVan Zachman, pastor, the year 
1929 closed with both Churches, for the 
second time during the year, meeting the 
obligations of the full Apportionment. On 
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Jan. 26, Rev. Nevin C. Harner, director of 
’ 


Religious Education of the Theological 
Seminary, Lancaster, Pa., visited the 
charge. The primary object of his visit 
was to make a survey of St. Paul’s S. S. 
at Numidia. On the evening of Feb. 19 


the Fathers’ and Sons’ banquet was held in 
Grace Church, attended by 109 who en- 
joyed the delicious dinner served by the 
ladies. The invocation was offered by Rev. 
H. B. Zachman, New Berlin, Pa., a brother 
of the pastor. The address was brought 
by Rey. J. O. Patterson, pastor of: the 
Christian Church of Bloomsburg. 


Otto A. Jaeger, 56, prominent member 
of the Reformed Church, died Feb. 25 at 
his home, 2822 North 26th St., Phila., Pa., 
after an illness of several months. Born 
in this city, a member of Salem-Zion 
Church, and its secretary since its organi- 
zation in 1924, he was active both in the 
Classis and Synod. He had been a teacher 
of a Ladies’ Bible Class for more than 25 
years, having served with Zion Church 
before its merger into Salem-Zion Church. 
He was president of the Reformed 8. S. 
Superintendents’ Union of Philadelphia, 
and at the time of his death was -vice- 
president of the Men’s Social Union of the 
city. He was a member of the board of 
directors of the Fort Wayne, Ind., Orphans’ 
Home. Funeral services were held Feb. 28. 
Mr. Jaeger is survived by his widow and 2 
daughters, Elsa and Helen. 


Laymen of Philadelphia and vicinity 
should plan to attend, if possible, the Lay- 
men’s Retreat, to be held in the Overbrook 
Presbyterian Church, City Line and Haver- 
ford Avenue, Mar. 8, 3 P. M. and 7.30 P. 
M., over which Mr. Harry E. Paisley will 
preside. The following will take part in 
the excellent program which has been pre- 
pared: Dr. George Emerson Barnes, Dr. 
Charles L. Goodell, Dr. J. S. Ladd Thomas, 
Dr. Karl Wettstone, Edward H. Bonsall, 
Edwin A. Zeller, Jr., J. Passmore Elkin- 
ton, Dr. Joseph Fort Newton, and Dr, Wm. 
Barnes Lower. Singing in the afternoon 
will be led by Mr. Walter Eddowes and 
in the evening by Dr. Lower. For further 
information address Mr. Harry E. Paisley, 
Room 802, 1505 Race St., Philadelphia. 
Telephone: Rittenhouse 8710.. 


The Lovettsville, Va., Charge, Rev. A. 8. 
Peeler, pastor, had the most elaborate 


Christmas decorations ever and the pro-’ 


gram was heard by a capacity audience. 
St. James Church here is noted for its 
beautiful Christmas services. The credit 
for the decorations belongs largely to Mr. 
Jas. Lindsay. The 7/12ths of the Appor- 
tionment was paid last year and it is hoped 
to pay the 1930 Apportionment in full. At 
the congregational meeting, held in Janu- 
ary, reports showed 1929 to be the best year 
financially in the history of the Church. 
All special days have been observed with 
appropriate services. The number of 
young people here is quite limited and of 
these 6 are away in schools yet the young 
people’s meetings are very interesting. A 
union prayer meeting is maintained at 
which several of the young people are 
regular attendants. During Christmas sea- 
son, 3 infants were baptized. The chil- 
dren of Mr. and Mrs. Harry S. Potterfield, 
Mr, and Mrs. Paul Myers, of Lovettsville, 
and Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Perry, of Phila- 
delphia, the baptism took place in the home 
of Elder and Mrs. H. T. Potterfield, grand- 
parents of 2 of the children. 


Rev. O. B. Michael was installed as pas- 
tor of St. Paul’s Church, Edinburg, Va., 
at a beautiful service held with a large 
crowd in attendance, on Sunday evening, 
Jan. 26. Rev. Mr. Michael, a native of 
North Carolina, recently moved here from 
Winston-Salem, after serving in his first 
pastorate there for more than 6% years. 
The Edinburg male chorus led the music 
and renderéd several selections. Rev. W. 
H, Causey, president of Virginia Classis, 
preached an eloquent sermon. Rev. Wayne 
H. Bowers presided. Rev. C. T. Collyer, 


D.D., pastor of the M. E. Church, read the 
Scripture lesson, and Rey. Charles E. Robb 
led in prayer. Rev. Christian W. Summey 
was also present. The prospects for a 
happy, profitable and progressive pastorate 
and relationship with the good people of 
Edinburg are bright. Rev. Mr. Michael 
succeeds Rev. J. Philip Harner as pastor 
of St. Paul’s Church, who recently retired 
and who lives in Edinburg. The long and 
happy visit to his son, Prof. Nevin C. Har- 
ner, Lancaster Theological Seminary, pre- 
vented Rev. Mr. Harner from participating 
in the service as had been planned. The 
co-operation and unity of the service on 
the part of all in the community made the 
occasion a very happy one. 


The great oratorio, “The Messiah,” of 
George Frederick Handel, was given a no- 
table rendition by the choir of Christ 
Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. Wm. H. Boll- 
man, pastor, on Sunday afternoon, Feb. 16. 
The chorus of 60 voices, entirely recruited 
from the membership of the Church, was 
directed by Prof. David Griffith Samuels. 
An orchestra of 20 pieces, with Miss Anna 
A. Quier at the organ console, made the 
performance inspiring. The soloists were: 
Mrs. Anna Estes Williams, of New York, 
soprano; Mrs. Eleanor Mehl Berger, of 
Bethlehem, contralto; Charles R. Hagey, of 
Hellertown, Pa., tenor, and Justin Wil- 
liams, of New York, baritone. On behalf 
of the chorus, Mrs. Fannie Cole presented 
Prof. Samuels with $20 in gold. There are, 
for Bethlehem, curious coincidences in the 
oratorio, in that Handel was born the same 
year, 1685, as was the great Johann Se- 
bastian Bach, whose Mass in B Minor Dr. 
J. Fred Wolle has made an integral part 
of this city’s musical life and aspirations, 
and the “Messiah,” composed by Handel in 
England in less than a month’s time, was 
first sung in Dublin in 1742, the first year 
of Bethlehem’s existence as a Moravian 
settlement. 


Both Churches of the Glade, Md., Charge, 
Rev. F. A. Rosenberger, pastor; the Glade 
Church at Walkersville, and St. John’s 
Chureh at Woodsboro, are joining in a 
series of mid-week Lenten services, in the 
celebration of the Pentecostal year, which 
will be held in the respective Churches in 
rotation and the pastors will preach in 
turn. On the evening of Mar. 11, when 
Glade Church is to be the host to the 
other Churches of Walkersville, the semi- 
nary choir from the Seminary at Lancas- 
ter, Pa., composed of 25 voices and under 
the direction of Prof. H. A. Sykes, will 
render a concert of sacred music. Nevin 
E. Smith, a son and member of the St. 
John’s congregation and member of the 
middle class of the theological seminary, 
is manager of the choir, The guest preacher 
at the Union Palm Sunday service to be 
held in the Glade Church will be the Rev. 
C. B. Marsteller, of Trinity Church, Mer- 
cersburg, Pa. The 16th annual meeting of 
the W. M.S. of the Maryland Classis, will 
be held in the Glade Church on Mar. 27. 
The committees in charge are busy arrang- 
ing for entertainment and an interesting 
program, 


St. Paul’s Church, Sharon, Pa., Rev. W. 
M. Diefenderfer, pastor, recently took part 
in a Kernahan Visitation Evangelistic 
Campaign which was valley-wide. The 
pastor was the chairman of the General 
Committee. The workers from this Church 
secured 50 signers of cards for member- 
ship; 30 of these have already been re- 
ceived into membership of St. Paul’s 
Church, and one was added to the cate- 
chetical class. This leaves 19 who intend 
to come in later. A class of 15 will be 
confirmed on Palm Sunday. Then there are 
remaining 20 very good prospects who have 
said they would come in but did not sign 
cards. Should they succeed in winning all 
these they will have added 84 new members 
since February 1. So they have set for 
themselves the goal of 100 new members 
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by Pentecost. Mid-week Lenten services 
will be the clearing house for this evan- 
gelistic effort. The workers go 2 by 2. 
They will report on their visitations and 
receive their new assignment at these serv- 
ices. Christmas offering for St. Paul’s 
Orphans’ Home, $438. Last month $500 
was paid on the indebtedness for the site 
for the new Church and $500 is ready for 
another payment. Lenten Self-Denial En- 
velopes will again be used for Ministerial 
Relief Offering, which usually totals $400. 
“The Fellowship of Prayer” is being dis- 
tributed to each member. Father and Son 
Banquet on Feb. 19 was attended by 95. 
A great time was had. Mr. James Pierce, 
asst. supt. of our Orphans’ Home at Green- 
ville, was the chief speaker. 24 men at- 
tended a laymen’s meeting at Transfer, 
Pa., which was sponsored by the Classical 
Committee on Evangelism. J. Q. Truxal 
was the chief speaker. 


St. Paul’s Church, Quarryville, Pa., Rev. 
Addison H. Groff, pastor, will hold dedi- 
cation services Mar. 9, and 11-14, inel. 
On Sunday, at 2.30 P. M., the devotional 
service will be in charge of Revs. Harry 
E. Shepardson and Leighton §S. Palmer, 
The sermon will be delivered by Dr. Paul 
S. Leinbach, editor of the “Messenger.” 
The dedication will be made by the pastor. 
The choir will be assisted by John Zook, 
violinist, in the rendition of special music, 
Tuesday evening, Mar. 11, will be Inter- 
Church Night. Revs. H. 8. Irwin and W. 
J. G. Carruthers and George H. Shea, pas- 
tors of local Churches, will participate in 
the program, and Rey. Frederick K, Stamm, 
pastor of the Clinton Avenue Congrega- 
tional Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., will de- 
liver the sermon. The Men’s Chorus of 
Gap, Pa., will render the music. Wednes- 
day will be “Denominational Night; Rev. 
D. G. Glass will be in charge of devotions 
and bring greetings of Lancaster Classis, 
Rev. Howard Obold will preach. At “Com- 
munity Night,’ Thursday evening, Revs. 
Thomas Kerr and W. H. Davies, and R. 8S. 
McClure will take part in the program, 
and the sermon will be brought by Dr. 
Charles E. Schaeffer, president of General 
Synod. Music will be by the choir under 
the direction of John G. Brubaker. Supt. 
A. H. Burkholder will preside on Sunday 
School Night, Friday evening. Devotions 
will be in charge of the adult classes and 
the sermon will be preached by Dr. Edward 
S. Bromer, of the Theological Seminary, 
Lancaster. The 8. S. chorus and orchestra 
will render a special musical program. 
Holy Communion will be administered Mar. 
16. The chairmen of the special commit- 
tees are: Dedication, Howard Reynolds; 
Building, George W. Hassler, and Finance, 
George W. Hensel, Jr. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
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We are sorry to report that another dear 
friend, the Rev. Henry J. Welker, of My- 
erstown, Pa., is reported critically ill. He 
was 79 years old last Thanksgiving Day 
and has suffered from a kidney stone for 
more than a year. 


Christ Church, Lykens, Pa., Rev. Walter 
R. Hartzell, pastor, is holding Lenten serv- 
ices every Thursday evening. During Holy 
Week, services will be held on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Good Friday evening. Con- 
firmation will be held on Good Friday eve- 
ning. Holy Communion will be observed 
Kaster morniing and a special S. 8S. pro- 
gram will be presented Haster Sunday 
evening. 


St. James Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. 
J. S. Peters, pastor, expended during 1929, 
$10,146.50. The Apportionment was paid 
monthly and in full. $2,015 was paid in 
addition to reduce the debt and to install 
a new heater; on the Phoebe Home Cam- 
paign pledges, the sum of $2,046 was paid 
in cash. The S. 8S. receipts were $1,013.55. 
Mrs. Charles C. Bachman succeeds Mrs. 
Clayton Benfield as president of the W. M. 
S., and Mrs. John J. Kocher, Mrs. Joseph 
S. Peters, as first vice-president. There 
are 21 young people in the catechetical 
class, 


In Grace Church, Altoona, Pa., Rev. 
Ralph J. Harrity, pastor, the first of the 
proposed semi-annual congregational so- 
cials was held on Tuesday evening, Feb. 
25. Entertainment and refreshments were 
furnished and every one had a good time. 
The purpose was to enable members of the 
congregation to know each other better. 
The Teacher Training Course ended on 
Wednesday, Feb. 26, and prayer meetings 
will be resumed during Lent. Reports 
from the organizations of the Church to the 
congregational meeting held in January 
indicated that the Church and all of its 
organizations were in a healthy and grow- 
ing condition. Although not 6 months had 
elapsed since the present pastorate began, 
the congregation courteously raised the 
pastor’s salary. On March 2 and 9 the 
members are experimenting with a com- 
bined Church and-S. S. service. The serv- 
ice begins at 10 o’clock with a worship 
program in the adult and senior depts., 
which is followed by the pastor’s sermon. 
In the meantime, the primary and junior 
depts. proceed as usual with Sunday 
School. The pastor then goes to the pri- 
mary and junior depts. (together) and 
delivers his junior sermon. At the close, 
all departments, except the beginners, join 
together in a dismissal service. Whether 
it will become a permanent service or not 
depends upon results. 


Zion Church, Nanticoke, Pa., Rev. Robt. 
W. Hucke, pastor, had an unusual and 
unique experience at the Sunday evening 
service on Feb. 9 that will long be remem- 
bered. The experience was that of a thor- 
oughly crowded Church of worshipers. The 
pastor, on entering the Church was unable 
to reach the Consistory room due to the 
large number of people present, and when 
it was time for the sacred service to be- 
gin, he had to crowd his way through a 
crowded choir loft and climb into the pul- 
pit. When the elders lifted the offering 
it was impossible to reach the altar with 
it, due to the many people present, so the 
offering was placed upon the pipe organ 
console as the congregation sang the of- 
. fertory. Not only were chairs placed in 
the rear of the Church and down both 
aisles but also in front of the last pew 
down to the altar, the reading desk and 
baptismal font having been removed, and 
people were crowded in behind the chancel 
railing. Never in the history of local 
downtown congregation has such a large 
crowd of worshipers been seen at one time 
in the Church, (If this might only be every 
Sunday!) The pastor has prepared a spe- 
cial Lenten program with vital interesting 
subjects for each Sunday evening during 
the Lenten season, which it is expected 


will draw equally large crowds. The 
subjects are “How May I Know There Is 
a God?”; “Where Is a Man’s Soul One Min- 
ute After Death?”; “Forsaking the Foun- 
tain”; “What is Life?”; “The New Kind 
of a King”; “Who Is Jesus?”; “Why I Be- 
lieve in the Soul’s Immortality.” This 
Church believes and preaches the basic 
fundamental principles as taught by our 
Saviour Jesus Christ and is striving to ex- 
perience the energizing power of that first 
day of Pentecost, and ministering to many, 
both members of the congregation and peo- 
ple who live in the city and look to Zion 
Church for spiritual guidance. 

The death of Mrs. Joseph 8. Peters, on 
Jan. 2, came as a severe shock to St. James 
congregation, Allentown, Pa. The annual 
congregational meeting and the prepara- 
tory service were held the next night, but 
a sad pall rested upon the members. Mrs. 
Peters labored untiringly for almost 17 
years in St. James Church; she helped the 
pastor, Rev. Joseph §. Peters, nobly in 
every act and every work. She attended 
Sunday School and Church services the last 
Sunday of her earthly life, and attended the 
Executive Committees meeting of the W. 
M.S. at the home of Mrs, Charles C. Bach- 
man, the next evening, and in the inter- 
vening days, visited with the pastor in 
members’ homes, making the last visit 
Wednesday afternoon, after which she 
passed away suddently on Thursday morn- 
ing. Little is said about the untiring la- 
bors of pastors’ wives, and helpers, but 
when one thinks of the many loving acts 
they do in behalf of a congregation, at a 
great sacrifice to themselves, one is tempt- 
ed to say that they are the real heroes of 
the present ecclesiastical system, often un- 
named and unsung. Thirty years ago she 
became active in congregational work, and 
for 10 years served as the president of the 
W. M.S. in St. Andrew’s Church, this city, 
for 3 years after her marriage, she ex- 


hibited the same interest in Emmanual | 


Church, York Pa., and for 161% years was 
a real pastor’s helper in’ St. James, Allen- 
town. Here she made her greatest sacri- 
fices; though not well, she did not let her 
interest and activity dwindle. It con- 
tinued all through her work, to the very 
end. On Jan. 6, Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer 
paid her a deserved tribute when in a 
most chaste and dignified way he performed 
the last sad rites. We are proud of her 
labors, and they will be held in loving 
memory among the members of St. James 
congregation. Exactly one month after she 
passed away, the young ladies’ S. 8S. class 
placed memorial flowers on the altar as a 
tribute of reverence and respect. It is 
needless to say that there is a great void 
in the pastor’s home, but the family is 
bearing up with Christian fortitude and 
faith. 


REDEDICATION SERVICES OF 
CHRIST CHURCH, LYKENS, PA. 


Rev. W. R. Hartzell, Pastor 


The special services of dedication in 
Christ Church, Lykens, Pa., Rev. Walter 
R. Hartzell, pastor, were inspiring and well 
attended. The opening services were held 
Feb. 16, when Dr. George W. Richards, 
president of the Eastern Theological Semi- 
nary, brought the sermon in the morning, 
and Rev. L. M. Fetterolf, a former pastor, 
was greeted by a completely-filled Church 
in the evening, to hear his message. In 
the morning, the music of Mrs. Harry H. 
Cookus and the choir was greatly enjoyed. 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 13 


It is of interest to note that the quartet 
which began in the time of the pastorate 
of Rey. Mr. Fetterolf, was still intact and 
sang 2 numbers in the evening. Other 
special music was a solo by Miss Ruth Fet- 
terolf and a duet by Mrs. Ralph Ray and 
Mrs. Clarence Gilmartin. The Monday 
night service was Young People’s Night, in 
charge of Clifford Sheesley, president of 
the Y. P. C. A., which had entire charge 
of the attractive and interesting program. 
The service on Tuesday night was given 
over to a sermon by another former pastor, 
Rev. J. C. Brumbach, and an address by 
Rev. C. E. Heffleger, of Tower City, the 
latter place being at one time a part of 
the charge with the local Church. The spe- 
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cial musie consisted of a solo by Mrs. Ralph 
©. Day and an athem by the choir. Thurs- 
day night was designated as Reformed 
Church Night, at which time the following 
took part in the services: Revs. S. C. 
Baker, Roy Freeman, ©. P. Wehr, D.D., 
and Charles A. Huyette. Mrs. Ralph Drei- 
belbis rendered severeal selections. Fri- 
day evening, Feb. 21, was Community 
Night, when the ministers of the commu- 
nity brought greetings and made addresses. 
The special musie was a solo by Mrs. 
Harry H. Cookus, anthem by the choir, 
and a selection by the Anthracite Har- 
mony Four. Sunday, Feb. 23, marked the 
conclusion of the festive services. Rev. 
Charles H. Slinghoff, pastor of Grace 
Church, Richland, another former pastor, 
preached the morning sermon. Mr. Charles 
Deibler and the quartet rendered very en- 
joyable musical selections. The evening 
service was a most sacred and fitting cli- 
max to the services of the week. Holy 
Communion was administered and the serv- 
ice was in charge of the pastor. The spe- 
cial musie was a solo by Mrs. Ralph Day 
and an anthem by the choir. 


The Church having been in need of re- 
pairs, the congregation last fall began to 
improve the building, which now presents 
the appearance of a new and beautiful in- 
terior. Most of the improvements were 
made possible through the efforts of the 
Ladies’ Aid Society, who have been able to 
complete their work without any debt; in 
the spring they plan to beautifuy the ex- 
terior of the building. A number of indi- 
viduals and organizations have also con- 
tributed for these improvements. The 
basement has been remodeled, the entire 
Church has been repapered and rewired, 
and new light fixtures have been installed. 
New carpet covers the floor and the pews 
have been refinished. An arch has been 
built above the pulpit recess, the pulpit, 
choir platforms and chancel railing have 
been changed to conform with the more 
modern Chureh architecture. A beautiful 
altar cross, eucharistic candles and offering 
plates adorn the altar. New pulpit and 
altar antependia, an organ light and bap- 
tismal font, add much to the appearance of 
the sanctuary. Perhaps what adds most to 
the worshipful atmosphere are the cathe- 
dral windows, which are not only beautiful 
in color but are quite effective and ap- 
propriate to the dignity and sacredness of 
a Church, The “Messenger” felicitates the 
pastor and members of Christ Church in 
the attainment of the ends for which they 
so earnestly labored. 


The Law of Averages 


By Rose Brooks 


Mid-term examinations were over, and 
the girls of Elton Academy had three 
blissful days in which to recover their 
mental balance while their teachers pored 
over blue books and doled out marks. 


Janice Brooks seemed, however, to have 
no need of the outdoor activities in which 
the other hundred and fifty odd girls were 
unconsciously finding relief after the har- 
rowing examination period. Standing at 
her window on this ‘March morning, she 
watched her mates turn the campus into 
a battlefielé where snowballs flew with as 
sure an aim as though boys, not girls, 
staged the foray. Esther Burns, Janice’s 
roommate, in a mad race for safety, land- 


CALVARY TO-DAY 


By the 
RT. REV. CHARLES FISKE, D.D. 
Bishop of Central New York 


Bishop Fiske is one of the great 
preachers of the American Church. 
The present volume consists of the 
Three Hour addresses which he 
gave last Good Friday to a congre- 
gation that taxed the capacity of 
Old Trinity Church, New York—a 
series of meditations, simple, home- 
ly, practical, but firm in the faith 
and glowing with a fervent zeal for 
souls. 

Calvary To-day is far more than 
“another Holy Week book.” It con- 
tains a message of vital import to 
twentieth century Americans. 
“These addresses,” says the Boston 
Transcript, “have the vitality and 
virility of the spoken word, with all 
its directness of appeal to make re- 
ligion not a mere matter of custom 
or convention, a respectable inher- 
itance, but the strength and power 
of life. One cannot help thinking 
of the time when Phillips Brooks 
stood in New York and gave his 
soul-searching addresses to busi- 
ness men. There is the same 
straightforward searching talk, 
with the real spiritual undertone, 
pervading these addresses.” $1.00 
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By the 
REV. FRANK L. VERNON, D.D. 
Rector of St. Mark’s Church, Phila. 
A new treatment of the Seven 
Last Words from the Cross, suited 
to the spiritual needs of twentieth 
century American men and women. 
The message’ of the book is not a 
new one; it is the same message that 
has been preached from the Chris- 
tian pulpit every Good Friday 
throughout the ages, but is the one 
for which thousands of people are 
hungering today. $1.00 
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ed flat on her back under the window, and, 
looking up, spied Janice, looking soberly 
out. 

“Q Janice!” she hailed. “Do come out, 
Janice! Don’t stick in that stuffy old 
room over your books! It’s too gorgeous 
out, and the snow’s perfect. We’re going 
to build two forts and choose sides and 
fight all day! Come on, Janice!” Esther 
was on her feet by this time, shaking snow 
off her scarlet muffler, and looking, as she 
turned her face up to Janice, like the gay- 
est and rosiest rose that ever grew in a 
snowbank. 

“Can’t,” said Janice, shaking her head. 

“Put that window up!” commanded 
Esther, “Take one breath of this air, and 
you can’t stay in.” 

Janice did put the window up, but only 
to say: “Don’t shout so, Esther! The 
whole school will hear, I can’t come out. 
IT want to do some of next term’s reading, 
these three days, so I won’t worry when 
work begins.” 


EDUCATION 
IN THE UNITED STATES 
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ASSISTANTS AT THE PASSION 
By the REV. H. F. B. MACKAY 


The subject matter of this book is 
really new. This fact is the more 
remarkable because it sets forth the 
closing hours of our Lord’s life and 
many, many books have been writ- 
ten concerning His passion. The 
assistants at the Passion are the 
minor characters associated with 
that event characters that most 
commentators have deemed un- 
worthy of notice. Fourteen of them 
are presented in the book—among 
them The Owners of the Ass’s Colt, 
The Servant with the Pitcher, Mal- 
chus, Pilate’s Wife, Simon of Cy- 
rene, The Portress, The Man with 
the Sponge, the Centurion—and the 
fourteen chapters reproduce in 
print addresses delivered during 
Lent and Holy Week in All Saints’, 
Margaret Street, London, of which 
the author is the rector. 


—The Lutheran. 


$2.40 


WHAT IS HELL? 


DEAN W. R. INGE 
JAMES MOFFATT 
WARWICK DEEPING 
SIR OLIVER LODGE 
ANNIE BESANT 
SHEILA KAYE-SMITH 
W. E. ORCHARD 
F. W. NORWOOD 
ABBOT BUTLER. 
J. E. C. WELLDON 
G. HAY MORGAN 
IRWIN EDMAN 
Give their opinions regarding the 
real hell. All shades of belief are 
presented; from the conventional 
idea of physical suffering after 
death to the pragmatic view of the 
spiritual despair of a “lost” soul on 
earth. Each writer has put vivid 
meaning into a term which for 
many has been relegated to an out- 
grown vocabulary. $2.00 
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“Worry!” laughed Esther. “Don’t you 
always get the highest marks in the whole 
school, while most of us are hanging over 
the ragged edge, wondering if we’ve even 
passed. As for the whole.school’s hearing, 
Janice Brooks, it would serve you right if 
the whole school dragged you out by the 
seruff of your neck and rolled you in the 
snow till you forgot your old books like the 
rest of us. Well, if you won’t, you won’t, 
only there is something in the world be- 
sides being a Stuffy.” 

“Stuffy!” said Janice, with dignity. 

“Yes, Stuffy,’ said Esther, evidently 
atingle with daring stimulated by the 
frosty air. “It’s what the whole school’s 
beginning to call you, Janice, and if I 
didn’t like you, I’d never tell you.” 
Esther’s upturned rosy face was earnest, 
and her brown eyes as pleading as her 
pretty voice. “But I do like you, Janice, 
the layer beneath the frozen surface!” 
Esther unconsciously kicked the frozen 


world beneath her snow moceasins to drive 
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home her point. “Come out and be 
friends, Janice! The whole school would 
like you, if you’d thaw out and give us a 
chance.” 

But Janice, hurt, uncomprehending, only 
closed the window for answer, and Esther, 
after a long sigh of defeat, raced back to 
the joy of the winter day. 

Janice turned from the window to settle 
herself with a book, but, to her surprise, 
she found herself face to face with Miss 
Ashley, the youngest and most popular 
teacher in the school. 

“Pve corrected blue books since five this 
morning,” said -Miss Ashley. 

“Five?” said Janice. “Oh, you must be 
tired. Won’t you sit down?” 

“Never,” said Miss Ashley, and some- 
thing in her eager tone recalled Esther’s 
gay voice. “Yesterday, when I saw what 
fun the girls were having, I made up my 
mind I’d do two extra hours before break- 
fast, so I could have a two-hour share of 
fun myself. Bundle up, Janice, and I’ll be 
back for you in two jiffies. When I saw 
you at the open window, I thought you’d 
decided you could never wait to run down- 
stairs but were sensibly going to jump out, 
that being the quickest way out to life and 
liberty!” 

Miss Ashley’s face was as gay as her 
words, but Janice merely said: “No, I had 
the window up because Esther was shout- 


ing at me. I didn’t want the whole school 
to hear.” 
“Why not? HEsther’s a darling and, 


what’s more, she’s usually worth listening 
to. What was she telling you?” 

“To come out,” said Janice. 

“Oh, then you were just going, and 
didn’t need me to drag you. Good for you, 
Janice! J’ll be ready by the time you are.” 

“No,” said Janice. “I told Esther I was 
going to do some of next term’s reading, 
so I shouldn’t worry when work beings.” 

Miss Ashley opened her blue eyes wide 
and stared at Janice for a full minute. 
When she did speak, Janice, for the sec- 
ond time within ten minutes, was left hurt 
and uncomprehending, 

“Janice,” said Miss Ashley, “report to 
me immediately after supper. I have 
something to say to you about one of your 
marks.” With the gayety gone from her 
voice, Miss Ashley could sound firm as 
Gibraltar. 

“One of my marks!” gasped Janice. 
“Aren’t my marks—” 

“You're very deficient on the law of 
averages.” 

“But, Miss Ashley, we’ve never had av- 
erages.” 

“Everybody has had it, from the time 
she’s born till she dies,’ said Miss Ashley. 
_ “And there’s not a girl in this school that 
rates as low on it as you. Report to me 
after supper.” 

“Yes, Miss Ashley.” But Janice’s 
shaken voice fell on empty air, for Miss 
Ashley was racing down the hall, and 
three minutes later a rousing cheer from 
the campus told her that that young and 
popular teacher had joined the battle 
ranks. 

Luncheon was gay as a party, for every- 
one except Janice. Even the older 
teachers caught the spirit and said they 
were tempted to discard twenty years 
apiece and follow Miss Ashley’s example. 

But Janice, with the shadow of the im- 
pending interview over her, was silent and 
ate almost nothing. 

“You must be sick, Stuffy,”’ came sud- 
dently from Olive Brent, sitting next her. 
“Do say you are sick, Stuffy, and we’ll all 
feel you’re still one of us. Because if 
you’re not, and just won’t come out on a 
day like this when the rest of us are just 
bursting—” 

Her remarks were cut short by Esther, 
who, on Janice’s other side, leaned for- 
ward in swift defense. 

“Don’t call her ‘Stuffy’, Olive,” she 
pleaded. “The name isn’t really fastened 
on her, and it won’t be. You girls don’t 


know her as well as I do, or that name 
would never have started. You think of 
all the things Janice can do that the rest 
of us can’t!” 

At that point, Janice raised troubled 
gray eyes just in time to see Miss Ashley’s 
most radiant smile. But not for her was 
that smile. Miss Ashley was looking 
straight at Esther. 

After supper the girls, happy and sleepy 
as young puppies, went to their rooms, 

“No study hour. Oh, heavenly!” 

“Come and sit in my room.” 

“Can’t. All I can do is topple into bed.” 
Janice caught the happy remarks as the 
girls sauntered off. 

“Coming, Janice?” Esther, rosy, warm, 
sleepy, turned to ask. 

“Don’t wait for me,” said Janice. 
got to sée Miss Ashley.” 

“Come in!” came Miss Ashley’s Gibral- 
tar voice, in answer to Janice’s knock. 
How could anybody pelt snowballs one 
minute and sound like that the next, 
Janice wondered miserably as she closed 
the door behind her. 


“Pve 


“Sit down, Janice,” and, as Janice 
obeyed, she went on: ‘So Esther got 
ahead of me.” 

“Hsther?” Janice’s voice was blank. 


“Didn’t you hear Esther give you the 
law of averages at luncheon? She put it 
in a nutshell. Esther rates one hundred 
per cent, bless her.” 

“One hundred per cent? Esther?” 
Janice’s voice and eyes were incredulous, 
“But she said just today, when I had the 
window open, that she was always hang- 
ing over the ragged edge.” 

“Not on the law of averages,” said Miss 
Ashley. Then, as Janice looked totally at 
sea, she went on: “Janice, if I didn’t like 
you, underneath, perhaps I wouldn’t 
trouble to tell you this.” 

“Why, that’s what Hsther said about the 
school calling me ‘Stuffy’,’ escaped from 
Janice. 

“Exactly. Girls are inspired with their 
scool nicknames, aren’t they?” 

As Miss Ashley stopped short, Janice 
was forced to nod. 

“And Olive called you ‘Stuffy’ at 
luncheon. And Esther—she is a darling— 
flew to your defense and silenced Olive by 
bidding her remember that you can do 
things some of them can’t.” 

“That’s why I wanted to do my read- 
ing,’ began Janice. 

“Oh, do leave out your reading, Janice. 
Do you think for a minute it’s as impor- 
tant as the law of averages?” 

“T don’t know,” said Janice. 
know what that law is.” 

“ve just told you, in Esther’s words. 
You don’t play a fair game, Janice.” 

“A fair game?” Color slowly rose in 
Janice’s cheeks and Miss Ashley inwardly 
rejoiced that she was vulnerable. 

“Esther tells you, and tells the other girls 
in your defense against an unpleasant 
nickname, that you can do things she and 
the others can’t. Are you so blind, Janice, 
that you cannot see that every girl in this 
school can do things you would be the 


“T don’t 


better for doing?” 


“What things?” 

“Mixing humbly with your  school- 
mates, You criticize every girl, dont’ you?” 

“T’ve never said—” 

“Tt’?s not what we say that makes us or 
loses us friends. It’s what we think and 
feel. Try saying to yourself, ‘Olive doesn’t 
get ninety-five per cent. in history, but 
she’s naturally as kind as the sun is 
warm.’ Instead of thinking, ‘Esther can’t 
compare her marks with mine,’ say to 


PEN PRICKS 
By John Andrew Holmes 


Laughter is the echo of an old 
joke. 
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yourself, ‘I can’t hold a candle to Esther 
for sweetness and loyalty and tolerance’,” 

“Wsther is a darling.” Miss Ashley said 
this so warmly that Janice wished sud- 
denly that the tribute might have been 
hers. 

“The girls don’t like me,” she began. 

“There you go, again!” scolded Miss 
Ashley. “Don’t for a minute put it down 
to a lack in the girls that they don’t like 
you. Put the lack at your own door. 
That’s where it belongs. You try averag- 
ing up everybody you meet. Try it, and 
see what answer you get. Esther knows, 
though she doesn’t know she knows. 
That’s why she’s so sweet.” 

“You mean if there’s something you 
don’t like about somebody, there’s some- 
thing else you can like a lot?” 

“Correct,” said Miss Ashley, and this 
time she smiled. “Now run along, and re- 
member one more thing: whatever our 
blue-book marks, not one of us rates one 
hundred per cent as a human being, but 
almost everybody has a fair average.” 

Janice put a shy hand out to Miss Ash- 
ley, and asked a surprising question. “Do 
you think it’s too late to ward off that 
nickname, Miss Ashley?” 

“That nickname is already dead,’ said 
Miss Ashley warmly. “Now run, my dear, 
I’m going to get up again tomorrow at five. 
You don’t know what a good shot I am 
in a snow battle!” 

“Vll be waiting on the campus to cheer 
you, with the rest!” said Janice gallantly. 
“Ym the worst shot in school, but you'll 
find I can cheer a straight-shooter!” 


(All rights reserved.) 


Better than grandeur, better than gold, 
Than rank and titles, a thousand fold, 
Is a healthy body, a mind at ease, 

And simple pleasures that always please. 


—Louisa M. Alcott. 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE LOST BIBLE 


Text: II Chronicles 34:15, “I have found 
the book of the law in the house of 
Jehovah.” 


It is said that Henry Rogers once had a 
remarkable dream. He dreamt that the 
world woke up one morning to find that 
God had withdrawn His gift of the Bible. 
it had disappeared! Not only was every 
complete copy of the Bible turned into a 
volume of blank leaves, but from all liter- 
ature every extract taken from the Bible, 
every record of ideas suggested by the 
Bible, had vanished. It was as if the heart 
had been taken out of everything. The 
books were all spoiled and life was all 
wrong. 

How thankful we are that such a dream 
is not true. I am sure you and I would 
not desire to live in a place where the 
Bible is an unknown book. Jesus says, 
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
My words shall not pass away.” 

But in the chapter from which our text 

is taken we are told about a time in the 
history of the Jewish people when the 
Bible was so much neglected that it was 
really lost. But this did not happen all 
at onee. For hundreds of years idolatry 
had been creeping in among the people of 
northern Israel and southern Judah and 
crowding out the true worship. During all 
this time temple and Bible were more and 
more neglected. 
’ Rolls of parchment on which the law 
was written were always scarce, and they 
grew scarcer as they were less prized and 
used. Finally the last roll had disappeared. 
Even the temple roll was gone. It had 
been carelessly thrown aside and was lost 
in the rubbish, and forgotten. 
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What would you think of a Church with- 
out a Bible? Such a Church could not 
long endure, because the Bible is the bread 
upon which it feeds and by which the 
Christian life is nourished and kept alive. 

But it is possible for persons to lose 
the Bible in our day. Dr. James H. Snow- 
den says, “The Bible that lies as an un- 
read and dust-covered book on the table, 
or buried in a trunk, is as truly lost as 
though it had been dropped into some hid- 
den hole and forgotten. And even though 
it be read in a perfunctory way, yet if it is 
not obeyed it is still a lost Bible.” 

A writer in one of the religious journals 
relates that once upon a time he began to 
backslide. He still had something of the 
love and fear of God in his heart, and 
desired to do his duty; but he felt that his 
spiritual strength was gradually slipping 
away. He no longer took delight in the 
service of God. His private devotions be- 
came a burden. He became depressed in 
spirit. Morbid fancies assailed his mind. 
Evil thoughts disturbed his peace. He be- 
came dead to his duties to others and 
thought only of self. People who had once 
spoken of him as an earnest Christian be- 
gan to call him a hypocrite. Yet, in spite 
of all this he felt the promptings of the 
Holy Spirit, and desired to do better. One 
day while arranging his study table he 
came upon the cause of his troubles. His 
Bible was covered with dust. Like a flash 
it came upon him that the reason of his 
deadness was that he had been depriving 
his soul of its proper nourishment. And 
as he went back to the Bible with a new 
interest and enthusiasm, his hungry soul 
fed upon the bread of life, and he was soon 
strong again in Christian effort. This man 
had lost his Bible but he found it again 
and was saved. 

So was the lost Bible of Judah found 
again, and you ought to be deeply inter- 
ested in the story because it came about 
through the influence of a boy who be- 
eame king of Judah when he was only eight 
years old. He is therefore called “the boy 
king.” 

A long time before he was born there 
was a prophecy about Josiah, that is his 
name, to the effect that he would destroy 
the altar built to idol-ealves in Bethel by 
wicked Jeroboam, and that he would re- 
store the religion of his people. This pro- 
phecy was exactly fulfilled, and it was said 
about Josiah that there was no king be- 
fore him, that turned to the Lord with all 
his heart, and with all his soul, and with 
all his might, according to all the law of 
Moses; neither after him arose there any 
like him. This is high praise. 

When Josiah began to reign he found 
Jerusalem and all the land in a very bad 
state. There were altars to false gods 
everywhere, and the temple of the God of 
Israel was neglected and had fallen into 
decay. There was not much difference be- 
tween Judah and a heathen country. Josiah 
determined to get rid of idolatry and to 
bring about a revival of true religion. 

Josiah did three great things during 
his reign of thirty-one years: he removed 
the idols; he repaired the temple; and he 
restored the worship of God. 


I wish that I could tell you the whole 
story just now, but space will not allow 
it, and I must confine myself to that part 
which brought about the finding of the 
lost Bible. 

Josiah was as anxious to restore the tem- 
ple of the true God as to destroy the false 
gods. He gave money to clean up the sac- 
red temple. He appealed to the priests 
and Levites and put a new spirit into them. 
Carpenters and masons were employed, and 


stones and timber were purchased, and the. 


temple was thoroughly repaired. 

While he was rummaging around in the 
temple, examining the money-chests and 
other material in the neglected temple, 
Hilkiah, the high priest, came upon the 
long lost parchment, containing the words 
of the law, which was the Bible of their 


day. 
book!” 
Hilkiah said to Shaphan, the scribe, “I 
have found the book of the law in the 
house of Jehovah.” And Hilkiah deliver- 
eed the book to Shaphan. Shaphan took 


He exclaimed, “I have found the 


. the book and read it, then he carried it to 


the king, reporting to him at the same 
time, “All that was committed to thy serv- 
ants, they are doing.” 

Shaphan read the recovered book to the 
king, who was filled with deep emotion as 
he realized how the fathers had neglected 
the book, and had failed to do all that was 
written therein. 

Josiah wanted to know the will of God, 
and he sent Shaphan and other representa- 
tives to Huldah, the prophetess, who was 
a godly woman and could interpret the law 
by the help of the Spirit of God. She told 
them to go back and say to Josiah, “Thus 
saith Jehovah, the God of Israel: ‘As 
touching the words which thou hast heard, 
because thy heart was tender, and thou 
didst humble thyself before God, when 
thou heardest His words against this place, 
and against the inhabitants thereof, and 
hast humbled thyself before me, and hast 
rent thy clothes, and wept before me; I 
also have heard thee,’ saith Jehovah. ‘Be- 
hold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, and 
thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in 
peace, neither shall thine eyes see all the 
evil that I will bring upon this place, and 
upon the inhabitants thereof’.” 

Josiah called together the elders and 
priests and Levites and inhabitants of 
Jerusalem in the temple, and he read in 
their ears all the words of the book of 
the convenant that was found in the house 
of the Lord. And the king stood in his 
place, and made a covenant before Jeho- 
vah, to walk after Jehovah, and to keep 
His commandments, and His testimonies, 
and His statutes, with all his heart, and 
with all his soul, to perform the words of 
the covenant that were written in this 
book. And he caused all the people to 
stand to it, and all the days that Josiah 
lived they departed not from following 
Jehovah, the God of their fathers. 

The finding of that lost Bible was worth 
more to Josiah and his people than if they 
had found the largest diamond in the 
world. I hope you will never let the Bible 
slip away from you and become a lost 
book. 

“What I want to see,” said the girl who 
didn’t receive even an honorable mention 
at the beauty contest, “is a group photo- 
graph of the judges’ wives.” 

—Border Cities Star. 


DE-APPETIZING THOUGHT 
“T don’t see how you can afford to take 
so many girls to expensive restaurants.” 
“That’s easy. I always ask each girl, 
just before we go in, if she hasn’t been 
putting on weight.”—Tid-Bits. 


HOME EDUCATION 


‘‘The Child’s First School is the Family’’ 
—Froebel 


PATTY GOES SHOPPING 
By Helen Gregg Green 


‘¢Barn a little and spend a little less.’’ 
—Benjamin Franklin, 
‘¢Come on, honey-girl, we’re going shop- 
ping,’’ Mother coaxed. 
—————————L—— NNN 


THE PASTOR SAYS 

By John Andrew Holmes 
My son, take hold on that which 
thou hast, and thou shalt be rich. 


_ ‘But, Mother, Mary Joe intended com- 
ing down, and we were going to have a 
pile of fun,’’ Patty protested. 

‘*Yes, but Patty and Mother will have 
a pile of fun!’’ 

“That’s right,” Patty smiled, “we do 
have good times when we go shopping. 
And I have a dollar left from this month’s 
allowance, ’’ 

When Patty skipped away to ask Mary 
Joe to postpone her visit, her mother said 
to me, ‘‘You see, Patty and I go shopping 
together. She’s learning how to spend 
money wisely. Too many children grow up 
knowing nothing about the value of a 
dollar, or the quality of materials and 
clothes. ?? 

“«That is an excellent idea,’’ I answered. 

‘*T let her make small purchases alone. 
Of course, at first she made mistakes, but 
now she’s doing well. We give her a small 
allowance, and make her keep within it. 
So she’s learned to respect Daddy’s dol- 
lars. Too many mothers do all the sacri- 
ficing, while their sons and daughters throw 
money to the wind. It isn’t a kindness to 
the children, and it’s surely not fair to 
the parents.’’ 

Patty returned, all aglow. 

“‘T was just thinking about that new 
coat we are going to get for me, Mother,’’ 
she said. ‘‘I want a good, practical one.’’ 

Her mother winked at me as Patty hur- 
ried off to get ready. 

““Of course, she’s quoting me,’’ she said, 
“put all the same, she’s gradually learn- 
ing just the things I’m trying to teach 
her by my find-it-out-for-yourself method.’’ 

I was much interested. ‘‘Won’t you tell 
me more about your find-it-out-for-yourself 
plan?’’ I asked. 

“‘Tt only means giving Patty a great 
many first-hand, helpful experiences,’’ her 
mother answered. ‘‘My idea with regard 
to these shopping trips is to teach Patty 
the value of money. Long ago when we 
began giving Patty an allowance I often 
borrowed a little change from her when 
I needed it, sometimes forgetting to pay 
it back. One day Jim spoke to me about 
a bill I owed. Patty overheard us talking. 
‘Oh, Daddy, I wouldn’t bother about that,’ 
she said, ‘Mother often forgets to pay me, 
and I don’t mind.’ Well, that was the 
last time I ever neglected to return Patty’s 
money. Since then, whenever I have bor- 
rowed from Patty, I have ‘paid back’ as 
soon as I got the change—and added a 
few pennies for interest.’’ 


Petition for a Kindergarten 

The kindergarten teacher’s training 
gives her a sympathetic understanding. 

Parents whose children are not receiving 
kindergarten education should request their 
school authorities to provide it for them. 
The following petition, signed and pre- 
sented to your School Board, will acquaint 
them with your desire for a kindergarten, 
and such a petition should be honored, 

(To be written on sheet to be signed) 
To the Honorable Board of Education 

or Board of School Trustees, City or 


were e rere sesce ne e+ 86 60 6 © 6.6 0s me eine 


State 
We, the undersigned parents or guardians 
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of 25 or more children of kindergarten age, 
residing within an elementary school dis- 


trict, respectfully petition your Honorable 
Board to establish and maintain a kinder- 
garten in 
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. Or 


School, for the instruction of our said 


me 
Q = 


children. 
Name 


Marcu 6, 1930 


The Family Altar 


By the Rev. John C. Gekeler 


HELP FOR THE WEEK MARCH 10-16 


Practical Thought: “The kingdom of 
God is not eating and drinking, but right- 
eousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Memory Hymn: “O Sacred Head, Now 
Wounded.” 


Monday—Teaching In Parables. 
Matthew 13:31-35, 

We have seen that the parabolic form of 
teaching is a mental challenge. It is like- 
wise a beautiful form of teaching that 
penetrates beneath the surface and dis- 
covers hidden likenesses. Through it Jesus 
entices us on to study His words. In fol- 
lowing on we learn great truths. In fol- 
lowing on we fall in love with Him. How 
varied is God’s Kingdom! Yet in all its 
variedness, how consistent! It is that be- 
cause God is like that, infinite yet con- 
stant. Jesus was God’s spokesman, reveal- 
ing that which He knew at first hand con- 
cerning His Father. No wonder His words 
grip our hearts. 

Prayer: As we study Thy words, dear 
Saviour, may we not more become enam- 
ored with their form and their beauty. 
Grant us believing hearts that we may 
give ourselves wholly to following Thee. 
Amen. 


Tuesday—Parables of the Kingdom. 
Matthew 13:44-52. 

The Kingdom of God is a priceless treas- 
ure, a pearl of wondrous luster, a “good” 
that is desirable. To possess it men be- 
come willing to forego all else. Bishop 
Galloway pointed out three scenes in the 
life of David Livingstone which illustrate 
the thought of these parables: “One was 
when he turned away from his dear Mary’s 
grave to find a balm for his broken heart 
in trying to redeem Africa. The second 
was when he thought he was going to be 
called home and his great heart protested. 
He said, ‘If I am to go on the shelf, let 
that shelf be Africa.’ And the third was 
when Stanley found him and tried to in- 
duce him to return; and although he was 
weak, he would but send messages back 
home and labor on for a little while and 
die on his knees in the attitude of prayer. 
David Livingstone gives us the lesson of 
an incarnated conscience, a life swayed by 
the Spirit.” 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, we bless Thee for 
the beauty of Thy words. We thank Thee 
for the insight of God’s holy Kingdom, Its 
worth is above all else. In giving our- 
selves to it our lives become rich, indeed. 
Accept the praise we bring. Amen. 


Wednesday—A Parable of Reproof. 
IL Samuel 12:1-10. 


David had sinned a great sin. His heart 
was rebellious against God, and restless 
within him. Ill at ease he must have been 
suspicious lest others, and especially the 
prophet, knew the baseness of that sin, 
Nathan would have found no reception for 
his rebuke had he not clothed it in para- 
bolic form. David listened and his sense 
of justice was quickly aroused, The thing 
Nathan pictured was horrible! Then when 
the king was aroused, the prophet pointed 
the accusing finger, Thou art the man! 
Not until then did David see himself in 
all the blackness of his crimes. So in the 
parables of Jesus we may frequently see 
ourselves. May the vision humble us and 
draw us nearer to Him. 

Prayer: For the rebukes of Thy Word, 
dear Father, we thank Thee. By them 
Thou dost seek to turn us from the sin 
which destroys. Cause us to hate the sin 
which mars our lives. By the blood of 
Jesus cleanse us. Amen. 


Thursday—A Parable of Human Worth. 
Matthew 18:7-14. 

An amputation is both painful and dis- 
figuring. But often it affords the only 
chance of life. Then we willingly submit. 
The diseased or crushed member of the 
body if left remaining becomes a source 
of spreading infection. So Jesus would 
have us look upon the morally offending 
practice. To sever its connection may 
cause great suffering, but it is the only way 
of safety! Better by far to suffer a tem- 
porary inconvenience and pain than to be 
lost eternally just for the sake of retain- 
ing a sinful thing. Personality is the 
world’s most precious thing. Let is be 
jealously guarded. Let no one lay a cause 
of stumbling in the way of another be- 
cause of that inestimable worth. Surely 
man must be of great worth since God 
gave His only begotten Son that we might 
be saved. 

Prayer: Since Thou, O God, hast set so 
great value upon us, help us to prize, highly 
both ourselves and others. May we cause 
no other to sin by our selfishness and 


cruelty. Take from our hearts every un- 
lovely -thing: In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen, 


Friday—A Parable of Forgiveness. 
Matthew 18:21-35. 


Forgiveness is an exercise of love. Only 
love can forgive. Forgiveness is a sur- 
render of resentment against the wrong 
and its doer. It is a restoration to the 
place in the affections forfeited by the 
sin. The love of God is infinite and ready 
to forgive as often as we need forgiveness. 
So the Master would have us ready to for- 
give those who sin against us. In forgiv- 
ing we perform a God-like thing. “TI have 
read that when a sea-worm perforates the 
shell of an oyster, the oyster immediately 
closes the wound with a pearl. I think it 
is something like that which happens when 
God helps me to forgive a man who has 
wronged me to the very heart. For thine 
own sake forgive. And for thy brother’s 
sake, forgive. What am I bothered for,” 
asks Rey. George Jackson, “if not to for- 
give?” 

Prayer: Give us, O Christ, a forgiving 
heart. Take away all bitterness toward 
those who have wrongfully treated us. In 
Thy dear Name we pray. Amen. 


Saturday—A Parable of Responsibility. 
Luke 19:12-24. 


A certain rich man has 3 homes, one in 
New York state, another in Ohio, a third 
in Florida. He spends the summers 
in the New York home, and the winters 
in Florida. Only a few months each year 
are spent in the Ohio home. In it is a 
group of foreign students working their 
way through various colleges. One was a 
refugee Greek, another Japanese, while 
another was Chinese. In telling of these 
men and their varied talents, he signifi- 
cantly and humbly remarked, “I am very 
seldom in the home, but I think it worth 
while to maintain it when such men can 
be helped.” It was a part of his recogni- 
tion of his stewardship. “Occupy till I 
come.” If our Lord should “return” to- 
morrow would we be ready to render a 
report of our stewardship that would re- 
ceive His commendation? 

Prayer: We thank Thee, O Christ, for 
the high confidence Thou dost place in us 
in that a portion of Thy riches has been 
placed within our keeping. We would 
honor Thee and serve Thee faithfully. 
Amen, 


Sunday—The Rewards of Wisdom. 
Proverbs 3:19-26. 

If Wisdom means fellowship with God; 
if Jesus Christ is the embodiment of it so 
that He could say, “I am the truth”; then 
the rewards of wisdom are not of the na- 
ture of earned wages. Rather are they 


- fruits which result because of God. They 
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To the Ministers of the 
Reformed Church 


We would consider it a privi- 
lege to supply you promptly and 
at publisher’s rates with the latest 
books of any publisher. 


Orders received now for: 


Clovis G. Chappell 
THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
(Ready March 15) 
Price, $1.75 


THE PEW PREACHES 
(Expected in 2 weeks) 
Price, $2.50 


Murdoch MacKinnon 
THE CHORUS OF LIFE 
(Ready March 1) 
Price, $2.00 


Place your order with us now 
for any book and we will posi- 
tively forward to you as soon as 
the publications come from press. 


Board of Christian Education of the 
Reformed Church in the United States 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


are gifts freely bestowed. As catalogued 
in our reading these fruits are life, beauty, 
safety, peace. These we learn in the New 
Testament are fruits of the Holy Spirit. 
No wonder the Wise Man urges, “My son, 
let them not depart from thine eyes: keep 
sound wisdom and discretion.” 

Prayer: With grateful hearts, O Christ, 
we contemplate Thy rich gifts. We are 
not worthy of the least of them. We would 
so use them that glory may be given Thee. 
That which now and here we enjoy is but 
a foretaste of what awaits us in Thine 
immediate presence. Keep us faithful we 
pray that we may see Thee. Amen. 


The sexton had been laying the new car- 
pet on the pulpit platform, and had left a 
number of tacks scattered on the floor. 
“See here, James,” said the parson, “what 
do you suppose would happen if I stepped 
on one of those tacks right in the middle 
of my sermon?” 

“Well, sir,’ replied the sexton, “I reck- 
on there’d be one point you wouldn’t lin- 
ger on.”—Watchword. 


A roadside notice posted in New Hamp- 
shire: 

“By order of the selectmen, cows graz- 
ing by the roadside or riding bicycles on 
the sidewalks is hereafter forbidden.” 

—Exchange. 


PICK OUT THE FLAWS 


It is easy enough to pick out the flaws 
In work that. others have done, 
To point out the errors that others have 
made, 
When your own you haven’t begun; 
It is easy enough to fuss and find fault 
When others are doing their best, 
To sneer at the little that they have 
achieved 
When you have done nothing but rest. 


It is easy enough to cavil and carp, 
To criticise, scoff, and deride, 
For few of us ever have done perfect work; 
No matter how hard we have tried; 
It is easy enough to speak of the best 
And to dwell all the time on the worst 
And perhaps it is proper to sometimes 
find fault; 
But be sure you have done something 
first. 
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Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO—AMERICAN 
INVENTORS, No. 1 


Benjamin Franklin in 1752, 
Robert Fulton in 1793. 

Eli Whitney in 1793, 

Samuel F. B. Morse in 1835. 
Elias Howe in 1846. 

Richard J. Gatling in 1861. . 
George Westinghouse in 1869. 
John Ericsson in 1861. 


— 


COONATP WE 


BEHEADED WORDS, No. 10 


1. Behead twice, to renew or reconstruct 
and get a place where goods are sold. 
Behead and discover what happened to 
Johnnie’s coat. Behead and find min- 
eral in its natural state. 

2. Behead something shattered or blight- 
ed and find something that endured 
for a long time. Behead twice and get 
a boy’s nick-name. Off once more and 
another boy’s nick-name appears, 

3. Behead to copy by following the lines 
and get a favorite pastime. Behead 
again and you see an expert flier. 

4, Behead to know it and find the sort of 
merchandise he sells. Behead it and 
you get a form of the word “to be.” 
Behead again and you have a prefix 
meaning “again.” 

5. Behead the fellow who furnishes, fits 
and repairs your gas and water pipes, 
and you find a very useful article for 
building homes. Behead and you get 
a brown pigment used by artists. 

6. Behead a narrow piece of leather and 
find a device for catching animals, Be- 
head it and you get something more 
severe than a pat. 

7. Behead when he walks across the room 
and you see what she does when she 
gets a book from the library. Behead 
twice and you have newspaper paid 
items. 

8. Behead a very dangerous fish and you 
have a word inviting you to listen. Be- 
head this and you will find one of the 
first safety ships. 


—A. M. §. 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene S. De Chant 


If all our Kiski folks, last summer, had 
put on paper the name of the camper they 
liked best, I know just who that camper 
would have been! Mary Jane Spotts, of 
course! She was just one month past two, 
then—just big enough for the special chair 
at her Daddy’s table. And we never could 
decide whether we liked her best in her 
pretty little dresses, in her overalls, or in 
her bathing suit! And her curls! Her 
eyes! Her smile! And her bashfulness, 
*specially when every camper, one day, 
sang this song that her Miss Hinkle wrote 
(Miss Hinkle, the lady who taught “Blind 
Spots”): 


“There are spots we find on leopards 
There are spots which light the stage 
There are spots which keep us from clear 

vision, 
Make us blind regardless of our age. 
There are Spotts whose names are Charles 
and Lucy 
But you’d search and search and search 
in vain 
Should you seek a sweeter little darling 
Than the Spotts we call Mary Jane.” 


Her daddy put her up on his shoulders, 
then, and when we clapped and cheered, 
she hid her curly head behind her daddy’s, 
and then stretched out her arms to ber 
mother. We folks who lived in Main Hall, 
saw her oftenest, for she lived there too. 


Mary Jane Spotts 


And she went to bed much earlier than we 
did... . Mary Jane was at Camp Mensch 
Mill, too—she and “Dicky” Wentzel. (Re- 
member our “knight”?) And there she 
lived in her “boy’s suit” as she calls her 
overalls, and in her bathing suit, And 
her high-chair, there, was two blocks of 
wood set on top of the bench on which she 
and her daddy sat. Mary Jane was a real 
camper! . . I’ve been in her home too, 
at 632 Walnut street, Lancaster, Pa., and 
after she showed me her Bible stories and 
books, she took me upstairs to her room. 
And what do you suppose she showed me 
first? A new dress, a lovely smocked one, 
ona hanger, And then I saw her erib with 
the pretty cover on it—her dolls, her 
Teddy Bear, ’n’ everything! But Mary 
Jane likes see-saws, a _ sliding board, 
swings, wagons and kiddie kars much more 
than dolls, and she’d rather wear her “boy’s 
suit” than even blue dresses and smocked 
new ones on a hanger. Guess that is why 


. She tells folks, “I’m not a baby, but daddy’s 


pal-boy.” Once she hurried out to the 
kitchen and said, “Oh! Mother! See my 
kiddie kar—I found her sitting on a cat!” 
And the time a lady bug climbed on her, 
she said, “Oh! See the mamma bug on my 
arm!” . . . Mary Jane offers grace at the 
table, while she clasps hands with her 
mother and father; and she likes to sing 
“Jesus Loves Me,” “Happy Little Chil- 
dren,” “Away in a Manger” and “Jolly 
Old Saint Nicholas.” She knows almost 
all the nursery rhymes too, and she can 
carry dishes out into the kitchen without 
dropping one! 

“A sweeter little darling” greetings to 
all my boys and girls who are their daddy’s 
“pal-boy” and who offer prayer at the 
table and like to help busy mother. 


A typewriter ad says children do better 
in school if they don’t learn writing. The 
signatures of famous men seem to bear out 
this theory, too.— Waterbury American. 


“CAMP MENSCH MILLIANS” 


Not for millions, but for young people 
who have been pleased to call themselves 
“Camp Mensch Millians” the Camp Com- 
mittees are pleading. The “millians” are 


Camp Mensch “Millians” 
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the young people of Eastern Synod in the 
hopeful promising years of their lives, 
They are our own young people offering 
themselves in large numbers for training 
for leadership in our own local Churches 
and communities. In this new and won- 
derful era upon which we are just enter- 
ing, nothing is more needed that just such 
Christian leadership. , 

The assemblage of 101 young people 
of the Reformed Church gathered together 
at Camp Mensch Mills last summer is 
enough to fire the imagination of the dull- 
est mind, as to the possibilities of ten days 
in unbroken fellowship with one another 
and with outstanding spiritual youth lead- 
ers of the Reformed Church. 

In an interesting publication, issued in 
the form of circular letters, known as 
“Camp Echoes,” these young people tell 
one another in the enthusiastic and open 
hearted way of youth what the Camp has 
meant to them. They record how in some 
instances their entire outlook upon life has 
been changed, how new resolves and life 
purposes have been formed, and how as a 
result of their camp experience they re- 
turned to their local Churches and offered 
themselves as willing and _ enthusiastic 
learners and helpers in carrying forward 
the work in the local Church, and all this 
in an atmosphere of wholesome fun, re- 
creation, serious study and worship. 

In future issues of the “Messenger” this 
column will bring quotations from these 
letters of our young people. In this article 
we must restrict ourselves to general state- 
ments and to the plea that pastors, parents 
and other adult workers set themselves 
seriously to the task of aiding the young 
people of Eastern Synod in securing the 
funds that will put the Camp on a sound 
financial basis. 

Millions are not required for this pur- 
pose, only about $15,000. Of this amount 
Eastern Synod has loaned the Camp Man- 
agement Committee $6,000. The balance 
must be raised to fully equip the Camp 
and carry forward the work next summer, 
The total amount of $6,000 is expected to 
be paid back to the Synod at as early a 
date as possible. 

The Camp Committees have laid their 
plans whereby these amounts are to be 
raised in a systematic manner. Much of 
it is to be given by the young people 
themselves, the balance must come from 
adults. Helpful ways and means of se- 
curing these funds will be revealed in 
these columns from time to time. Keep 
your eye on this space for developments 
and get ready to give a lift. Remember 
it is the Millians—young people—we are 
after primarily, not millions, nor money. 

Lives cannot be measured in terms of 
money. “Millians” are worth infinitely 
more than millions. Here is a great chance 
for a real investment. Here is an oppor- 
tunity to help provide the leadership so 
greatly needed by the Churches for the 
coming day. ' —C. A. H 
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MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


We closed our last letter with the state- 
ment that in spite of hindrance and handi- 
caps, we are making commendable prog- 
ress. A good woman anxious to assist in 
caring for our aged and disabled ministers, 
sends us a check for One Thousand Dollars. 
A minister writes saying that a lady in 
his congregation desires to give us $300 
for an Annuity Bond. A very distinguish- 
ed member of our Church made the first 
payment on a Memorial Fund. A young 
minister enrolls in the Sustentation Fund. 
Another minister writes saying that his 
Consistory has decided to go ahead and 
raise their quota. Two others tell us as 
soon as the country roads are in better 
condition they will go to work on their 
quotas. : 


Another writes asking for some one who 
speaks German to be sent to tell his peo- 
ple about our Sustentation plan. Yes, we 
are making very commendable progress. 

Every minister is concerned about a rea- 


« 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Second Sunday in Lent, March 16, 1930 


Parables of the Kingdom 
Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 


Golden Text: The Kingdom of God is 
not eating and drinking, but righteousness 
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
Romans 14:17. 

Lesson Outline: 1. 
and the Leaven. 2. The Treasure and the 
Pearl. 3. The Net and the Householder. 

According to Matthew Jesus began His 
ministry with the Sermon on the Mount, 
which may be called the manifesto of the 
Kingdom of God. It proclaimed its reli- 
gious and moral principles. And it also 
pointed out clearly the marked contrast 
between the legalistic religion of the 
Scribes and Pharisees and the life and 
faith of a citizen of God’s Kingdom. 

This teaching of Jesus moved the com- 
mon people deeply (7:28, 29). It had the 
ring of reality. It met the hunger of the 
human heart, and it stood the test of ex- 
perience. But it also aroused the jealousy 
and anger of the professional teachers of 
religion, They began a campaign of oppo- 
sition which gradually led to bitter and 
venomous hostility to Jesus. Open persecu- 
tion drove Him out of His native land into 
pagan regions, and prejudice closed the 
minds of the people to His truth and grace. 

To this period of marked hostility and 
waning influence Matthew assigns the 
parabolic teaching of the Master. It serv- 
ed the twofold purpose of baffling His ene- 
mies, whose spies and critics followed Him 
everywhere, and of kindling the flagging 
interest of His disciples, to whom He ex- 
plained privately the mysteries of the 
Kingdom pictured in his parables. 

Our current lesson consists of six of 
these pictures. They portray the nature of 
the Kingdom of God, and its supreme 
value. They are more instructive than 
lengthy explanations; more convincing 
than laborious arguments, 

I. The Mustard Seed and the Leaven, 
vs. 31-33. This pair of parables illustrates 
the growth of the Kingdom. Jesus com- 
pares its eternal growth to that of the 
mustard seed, a tiny seed which develops 
into a splendid plant, affording a resting- 
place even for the birds of heaven. The 
leaven, on the other hand, typifies the in- 
ternal development of the Kingdom, the 
power of the gospel to permeate every 
faculty of man and to transform every 


The Mustard Seed 
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sonable living, the education of his chil- 
dren, the care of infirm dependents, the 
necessity of providing for old age, and the 
desire to help in charitable work. 

While a few ministers have inherited 
money, hundreds are living under cramped 
conditions without complaint. When he 
becomes a minister, he does not cease to 
be a man with a man’s duties and respon- 
sibilities. 

Our Church has many pressing problems 
to solve. The most important, I would say, 
is the question of providing a fair and 
proper support for our ministers in old age 
by raising this pension fund. We must 
face this duty now! 

Ministers present a score of different 
causes that claim the attention of the 
Church, but they hesitate to say one word 
about insufficient salaries; and that fact 
should stimulate us all to do our full duty 
in providing for their disability and old 
age. Let us keep this good work going in 
every part of the Church. 

—J. W. Meminger, Secretary. 


phase of the life of mankind. 
How marvelously history has fulfilled 
the promise contained in the parable of 


the mustard seed. How tiny was the be- 
ginning of Christianity; how rapid its 
growth; how irresistible its progress; how 
widespread its present boundaries; how 
numerous its adherents. The small retinue 
of Jesus has become a mighty army. His 
followers are found on every continent. 

Statistics are not necessarily an evi- 
dence of strength. The power of the 
Kingdom of God does not, ultimately, re- 
side in men or money. Yet statistics do 
prove something. The amazing expansion 
of Christianity proves that Christ has 
never been defeated, nor has He ever re- 
treated. Its present numerical strength 
proves that He has laid His divine spell in- 
creasingly upon the heart of mankind. And 
the stupendous sum of money, invested in 
Churches and Church institutions and given 
for the maintenance and spread of the 
gospel, proves that religion is a vital fac- 
tor in the lives of multitudes, 

It is a matter of deep regret that most 
of our youth know practically nothing of 
the romance of the Church. Their knowl- 
edge of it begins and ends with the earliest 
pages of its history in the Book of Acts. 
And even that is not well known. Surely 
here is a treasury of information and 
inspiration whose unused and neglected 
riches are a great challenge to our Sunday 
Schools. And a rich opportunity as well 
to develop an intelligent devotion to the 
Church in our young people. No one can 
study the history of Christ’s Chureh dur- 
ing the last nineteen centuries without 
gaining a deeper sense of its divine mis- 


sion and a higher appreciation of its noble, 


ministry to all human needs, 

Beside the picture of the mustard seed 
Jesus hung the picture of the leaven, to 
illustrate the internal development of the 
Kingdom of God. And the permeation of 
society, in all its varied life, by the leay- 
ening power of the gospel, is even more 
remarkable than its external extension. 
Leaven works in secret. The yeast is hid- 
den in the meal. Unseen and unaided by 
man it achieves a miracle of transforma- 
tion, until, at last, the whole lump is 
leavened, 

Even so the gospel works in the hearts 
of men. It is a secret process and, there- 
fore, we cannot readily and accurately 
tabulate its results in statistics. But they 
are manifested in life. 

And what pessimist will dare to deny 
that Jesus Christ has profoundly influenced 
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the life of mankind? He has given men a 
new purpose, and a new power. And both 
run increasingly through the ages. Chris- 
tian principles are being honored more and 
more. Christian ideals are in the ascend- 
ant. They are setting new norms for hu- 
man endeavor in business and in polities. 
They enfranchised the negro. They closed 
the saloon. They have stigmatized war as 
a stupid and costly crime, and they will 
eventually abolish it. Our advance is not 
as rapid and as great as it would be if 
every nominal Christian were a leaven of 
righteousness, peace, and joy. But let us 
be sure in our hearts that in Jesus Christ 
God has entered into the sin-marred life 
of this world. He is here to stay, and to 
win. We may, indeed, retard the leaven- 
ing process by our indifference, but we 
cannot arrest it. It will go on until all 
the kingdoms of this world are Christ’s. 

II. The Treasure and the Pearl, vs. 44- 
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46. These two companion parables set 
forth the supreme value of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. The first describes the case of a 
man who found a hidden treasure quite un- 
expectedly and accidentally. The second 
depicts the suecess of an earnest seeker. 
Together they illustrate complementary 
aspects of the truth. 

The one man came upon a hidden treas- 
ure of great value by chance. But, upon 
discovering its preciousness, he took in- 
stant and vigorous measures to make it 
his own. Thus the accident of birth puts 
men into a Christian environment where 
they are confronted by Christ and chal- 
lenged by His gospel. They experience 


no difficulty in finding spiritual treasures., 


They are poured into their lap by parents, 
teachers, and preachers. For that very 
reason, perhaps, some of these fortunate 
ones hold the gospel cheaply. They find 
themselves in possession of priceless truth 
without painful and patient search. They 
fail to appreciate its value because they 
have paid little or nothing to obtain it. In 
our parable the fortunate finder of the 
hidden treasure sold all he had for the 
privilege of working the mine and, thus, 
appropriating its secret riches. Similarly 
men born into the Kingdom must learn to 
appreciate and appropriate personally its 
treasures of truth and life. 

The other man found a pearl after a 
long search. So great was the joy of his 
discovery that he sold all that he had to 
buy this gem of surpassing value. Thus 
Augustine sought the truth about God. 
He tried in vain to satisfy the thirst of 
his famished soul at every human foun- 
tain, until, at last, he came to Christ. And 
thus Luther agonized in his monastic cell 
and at Rome, seeking salvation, until he 
found the pearl of great price in the New 
Testament. 

The world is full of earnest truth- 
seekers. In heathendom and Christendom 
men are digging wells to find refreshing 
water, and climbing hills for inspiring 
visions of life. God’s promise to them all 
is, “Seek, and ye shall find” (Matthew 7: 
8). His Spirit is never far from them that 
seek Him earnestly. But we may aid quest- 
ing souls. Their goal is Christ, though 
they know it not. By preaching and by 
living Christ, we may help men to find 
the pearl of great price. 


Ill. The Net and the Householder, vs. 
47-52. The parable of the net is a com- 
panion picture to the parable of the tares. 
30th deal with the presence of good and 
bad men in the Kingdom. But the one 
seems to emphasize the fact of their pres- 
ent intermixture in the Church, while the 
picture of the net dwells particularly upon 
their final separation. 

Thus the primary lesson of the parable 
of the net would seem to be a solemn warn- 
ing of the wicked. And the figurative 
language used by Jesus (vs. 49, 50) to 
depict the certain and fearful fate of men 
who are wilfully and persistently wicked 
should not blind us to its solemn import. 
The merciful Master does not make light 
of. future punishment, as cynics are wont 
to do. He loves men and, therefore, he 
warns them in pictures and in sermons. 
His attitude toward sinners was gracious, 
but His prophecy of their ultimate doom 
was stern. It is the danger signal flung 
out by divine love and pity to warn and 
win reckless sinners. 

When Jesus had spoken these parables 
He asked His disciples, “Have ye under- 
stood all these things? They say unto 
Him, Yea.” And then the great Teacher 
likened them unto householders, who were 
made stewards of rich stores. Precious 
truths concerning God and man were en- 
trusted to them. And they were instructed 
to bring forth out of their treasures of 
knowledge “things new and old,” for the 
instruction and salvation of men. As a 
householder sets the table with meat and 
drink, so they were to spread the gospel- 
feast for all mankind with the living bread 
which Jesus had given to them. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


March 16—Peter a Great Evangelist. 
Matt. 4:18-20; 16:16. 

Of all the characters who were associ- 
ated with Jesus in the New Testament per- 
haps the most interesting is Simon Peter. 
He presented the opposite extremes of life. 
He was at once the foremost of the apos- 
tles and the one who denied his Lord. He 
was so intensely human, and had so many 
qualities which are found in folks gener- 
ally. His walking on the water was so 
characteristic of him. He was inclined to 
wobble. Now he was in the heights, then 
again in the depths. But the most remark- 
able change came into him when he re- 
ceived the gift of the Holy Spirit. The 
timid man now became bold, the wobbly 
man now stood up and held his ground. 
If you want to see what a change the Holy 
Spirit can effect in a man study the life 
of Peter before Pentecost and after. 

Peter stands forth in many aspects .in 
the New Testament, some of them favor- 
able and others no so favorable. He is in- 
troduced first as a fisherman. He fished 
for a livelihood, not for recreation. His 
bread and butter depended on his fishing 
ability. But when he left his boat and 


fish-tacklings he became a manfisher, in-. 


stead of a fisherman. Jesus said of him: 
“Henceforth thou shalt catch men.” “Fol- 
low Me and I will make you to become 
fishers of men.” Peter thus became a great 
evangelist. Let us note some of the quali- 
ties which peculiarly fitted him for this 
high office. 

1. He was patient and persistent. Some- 
times we are told that Peter was impe- 
tuous, stormy. He was apt to lose his 
head. But he could not have been a good 
fisherman without being patient. The fish- 
erman must wait until the first bite. Some- 
times he must sit quietly by for a long 
time before he can catch any fish. If he 
is loud and noisy and fussy he will only 
drive the fish away. He must keep himself 
out of sight and bide his time. He must 
at times be satisfied with a small catch. 
Peter was patient as a fisherman and as 
a manfisher. He could not win three, thou- 
sand to Christ every day of his life. Some 
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days he brought only one to Jesus, and 
sometimes none. But he was also per- 
sistent. When Jesus came along the Sea 
of Galilee He saw Andrew and Peter 
“casting their net into the sea.” The or- 
iginal Greek says, “casting round about,” 
now on this side, now on that side of the 
boat. There was no streak of laziness in 
Peter. When Jesus saw this persistency, 
this tireless effort on the part of Peter, He 
said in effect, that is the kind of a man 
I want to bring men unto Me. Jesus never 
called a lazy man to work for Him. He 
looked for zeal, for enthusiasm, for pas- 
sion. Notice this fact in the calling of 


Paul, and of others who followed Jesus, . 


Winning men to Christ is no easy job. 
Altogether too many people cease their ef- 
forts when their first approach or appeal 
fails. We must keep at it patiently and 
persistently, 

2. He was himself converted. Jesus told 
Peter “when thou art converted, strength- 
en thy brethren.” This was the first re- 
quisite. He could not win others if he 
himself had not first been won. It was his 
own devotion to Christ which led him to 
win others. To Philip he said, “We have 
found the Messias.” Peter himself had 
come and seen. Now we shall be making 
a sorry spectacle trying to bring others 
to Christ if we have not found Him our- 
selves. Men soon discover whether we are 
genuine or not. In no Christian enterprise 
is sincerity of motive and purpose so much 
required as in the work of evangelism. 
Many persons fail in it because they are 
not really genuine. They are professionals, 
pretenders, posers, and the world is not 
slow to detect their insincerity. The man 
who has himself accepted Christ is moved 
by an inner experience and by a convie- 
tion that will prove contagious. Sometimes 
one’s silent example has more influence on 
others than many words. 


3. He was in love with Christ and oth- 
ers. After the resurrection Jesus meets 
Peter and puts the heart-searching question 
to him: “Lovest thou Me?” And on being 
assured three times that he loved Him 
Jesus said to Peter, “Feed my sheep, feed 
my lambs.” The commission of Peter was 
conditioned by his love for Christ. A true 
evangelist is actuated by a deep love for 
Christ and for his fellowmen. Here we 
have the real secret of winning others to 
Christ. We cannot drive people to Christ. 
We must draw them. We must love them 
into the fellowship of Christ. Too often 
this element is lacking in those who seek 
to win others. They are perfunctory in 
their efforts. They are moved by other 
motives than by love. Sometimes it is to 


pile up statistics, to reach a goal, to out- - 


strip others engaged in a similar enter- 
prise, but all such efforts are futile and 
never accomplish the true end of soul 
winning. 

4. He presented Christ. What a great 
preacher Peter was! Read his sermon on 
the day of Pentecost. Perhaps that kind 
of a sermon today would not produce the 
results it then did. Peter knew the Serip- 
tures. Te expounded current events in the 
light of the prophets. He laid the truth 
home to the hearts of his hearers, and they 
were pricked in their consciences. They 
eried out: “What shall we do?” And 
Peter was quick to reply: “Repent and be 
baptized for the remission of your sins.” 

The result of this fearless preaching of 
Christ and that emphasis on repentance 
was the winning of three thousand souls to 
Christ that day. Never since that day 
have there been as many converted to 
Christ in a single service under the 
preaching of one man as on that day. Thus 
Peter holds the palm of having been the 
greatest evangelist that ever pointed men 
to Christ. The presentation of the gospel 
message is still powerful to bring men ~ 
unto Christ, and wherever that gospel is 
preached with clearness and conviction 
men hear and heed. Other schemes and 
methods fail but the preaching of the 
Word never fails. We are so prone to's 
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up plans and programs whereby to win 
others to Christ, but our efforts are feeble 
and our results meagre. The gospel is the 
power of God unto salvation, and if we lift 
up Christ He will draw all men unto Him. 

One thing is needed in being a true evan- 


gelist. It is the Spirit of Christ in the 
heart. That made the great change in 
Peter. It equipped him for his real life’s 
mission. He came to possess new power. 


During this year when we are turning our 
minds to Pentecost we must lay our hearts 
open to God’s spirit and under its power 
go forth and be soul-winners for Christ 
and His Church, 


OLD CHURCHES AND LONG 
PASTORATES 
(Continued from page 2) 

The ministry of Thomas H. Leinbach is 
famous. He and his brother, Charles, serv- 
ed Tulpehocken Chureh for 66 years. That 
was in a day when the clergy stuck to their 
harness until they dropped. 

The former was grandfather of the Rev. 
Dr. Paul 8. Leinbach, brilliant editor of 
the “Reformed Chureh Messenger,’ with 
headquarters in the Schaff Building in 
Philadelphia. That is the most important 
office building in America named for a 
preacher and certainly none deserved such 
an honor more than the eminent scholar 
Schaff. 

No wonder they now e¢all Tulpehocken 
the Leinbach rather than Trinity Church! 

* * * 


But that does not complete the extra- 
ordinary Leinbach ministerial history in 
the Lebanon Valley. Host Church in the 
western end of Berks county was served 
for 43 years by the Rev. Thomas Calvin 
Leinbach, while his son, Edwin 8. Lein- 
bach, has been pastor for the past 25 years 
—68-year record for father and son in one 
pulpit and not ended! 

At Host Church they still cling to that 
venerable custom of having the men sit 
in the balcony, while women occupy the 
pews on the ground floor. 

Hamlin, near Fredericksburg, is another 
very old Church, of which the Rev. Dr. 
Victor W. Dippell is pastor. He is like- 
wise professor of German at Franklin and 
Marshall College and a _ distinguished 
scholar. 

On three successive Sundays recently, the 
Rev. Mr. Lockart preached in three dif- 
ferent Churches as guest minister. All 
three were built in the eighteenth century. 

* * * 


Searcely any Indian name in Pennsyl- 
vania is more popular than Tulpehocken. 
We see it attached to a street in Phila- 
delphia and a railway station. As Mr. 
Lockart says, in the Lebanon Valley, Tul- 
pehocken, Indian for “the land of the 
turtle,’ is now securely fastened upon 
banks, insurance companies, creeks and 
Churches. 

What is more interesting than the birth 
of an historic stream? Tulpehocken Creek 
starts its career on Dr. M. L. Gearhart’s 
farm. Tourists dashing over the long 
eurved bridge on William Penn highway, 
between Womelsdorf and Stouchburg, are 
within sight of the meeting of two brooks 
to form the Tulpehocken which figured 
large in our Colonial annals. 

* * * 


I have mentioned the long pastorates of 
the Leinbachs. What does g country 
preacher, as Philadelphians might term 
them, do to fill up a year? Besides preach- 
ing a couple of sermons every Sunday the 
Rey. Mr. Lockart’s annual report showed 
that he baptized 40 persons, married 7 
couples, officiated at 22 funerals, admitted 
57 new members to his congregation and 
made 582 pastoral calls, or about two every 
day of the year, except Sundays. Nothing 
at all to do except work! 

But he had a good training for such a 
strenuous pastorate. Mr. Lockart was an 
Ursinus College boy and to help out finan- 
cially he carried the college mail. Four 
trips every day from the Collegeville post- 
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office to the college halls and campus. He 
obviously was one of those rare lads who 
“went” to college and was not “sent” there. 
The difference is about a million times 
greater than appears on the surface, 

* * * 


The ever-rising surge of trade has swept 
away nearly all the very old Churches from 
Philadelphia. Here and there remains a 
relic, such as Gloria Dei, St. Mary’s, St. 


‘Peter’s and Christ, but our graveyard of 


Churches is broad and densely occupied. 
It is different in the rural sections of 
Pennsylvania, where old Churches remain 
as interesting reminders of a past age. 
Preachers were great colonizers and tre- 
mendous civilizers. They were found in 
all denominations, beginning with those 
daring Jesuits who braved all the terrors 
of American savagery centuries ago. Every 
county in this State has known its minis- 
terial heroes. Take as an example that 
Presbyterian, Evans, whose record showed 
60,000 miles on horseback. 
* * * 
This is the season for “big meetings” in 
nearly all rural sections. 
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They are called revivals in cities, but 
out where the stuff with which milk bottles 
are filled is produced it is a “protracted,” 
or “hig” meeting. I’ve known them to last 
ten weeks and the preacher to deliver a 
sermon every night plus one on Sunday 
morning. 

Much has been written of those days 
when lawyers and judges rode the cireuit, 
Preachers also rode their circuits in days 
when mud tracks were the only highways 
and a horse the swiftest courier known to 
man. 

But those hard-working preachers built 
thousands of Churches, started academies 
and created colleges, although our jokers 
ever associate them with fried chicken and 
a groaning table. 

The country doctor, preacher and school- 
master were institutions. 

Folks dwelling today in a metropolis 
jaded with jazz, bursting with noise and 
craving a new sensation have a different 
idea of this trio, who in two centuries did 
so much to change a woods into the world’s 
richest land. 

—Girard. 


A picture was sent from Schenectady to 
Sydney, Australia, Feb. 18, and returned 
in recognizable form after traveling 20,000 
miles in 4th of a second. The experiment 
was made from the radio research labora- 
tory of the General Electric Company at 
Schenectady, N. Y. 

Eleven persons were killed and 57 hurt 
by an explosion in the alcohol plant of the 
Standard Oil Company near Elizabeth, N. 
J., Feb. 18. 

An appeal was made to President Hoo- 
ver Feb. 18 by the American Committee 
on Religious Rights and Minorities against 
the religious persecutions in Soviet Russia. 

The London Naval Arms Conference ad- 
journed Feb. 19 for one week. This step 
was taken because of the absence of the 
French delegation due to the governmental 
erisis in Paris. 

Admiral Byrd’s ship, the “City of New 
York,” left the Bay of Whales Feb. 19 for 
homeward bound, with the explorer and his 
party. The plane used by the Admiral is 
left behind. 

M. Paul Claudel, Ambassador of France, 
conferred the decoration of the Legion of 


Honor Feb. 19 upon President Angell, of 
Yale, and Wilbur L. Cross, dean of the 
Graduate School. 

Word that the body of Carl Ben Eielson, 
the polar flier, had been recovered from 
the wreckage of his plane 90 miles south- 
east of North Cape, Siberia, has been wired 
to Fairbanks, Alaska, by Joe Crosson, one 
of the American fliers who conducted the 
search for the lost explorer. 

Japan’s general election was held Feb. 20. 
Nearly 13,000,000 persons were eligible to 
vote. This is the second election under 
universal manhood suffrage. 40,000 Koreans 
were allowed to vote. The government 
party, the Minseito, now in power, gained 
a majority over the Seiyukai. 


Prohibitions on the entrance of Roman 
Catholic nuns into Mexico, existing since 
the early days of the Calles Administra- 
tion, were lifted Feb. 20, with orders from 
the Department of the Interior to immigra- 
tion authorities to permit entry of nuns of 
any creed. The permission of entry, how- 
ever, hinges upon agreement of the nuns 
not to violate religious laws forbidding 
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Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
jum and Complete Athletic Field. 


A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 


» HENRY H. APPLE, D. D., LL. D., 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 
GEORGE L. OMWAKH, LL.D., President 
Persons intending to enter Ursinus Col- 
1930, 
Attendance limited 


to capacity—300 men, 200 women. 


lege in September, should make 


application at once. 


Address FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, JR., 
Assistant to the President, 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania, 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D. D., 8. T. D. 


Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


A.B., and 


Accredited college for women. 
B.S. in Home Economics. Teacher-train- 
ing. Twelve modern, well-equipped build- 
ings, including new dormitory. 125 acres. 


For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 
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President Hoover has sent a telegram to 
ex-President Coolidge in Los Angeles sug- 
gesting that the latter stop in Arizona to 
dedicate the “Coolidge Dam” on the Gila 
River. The dam, completed in Jan., 1929, 
at a cost of about $6,000,000, is about 250 
feet high and 920 feet long. It is one of 
the world’s largest works of the kind. Mr. 
Coolidge has accepted. 

Camille Chautemps, chairman of the Radi- 
eal-Socialist party in the Chamber of Depu- 
ties, has undertaken at the request of the 
President of France, to try to form a 
Cabinet of Left and Centre parties. Andre 
Tardieu, former Premier, has refused to 
participate in such a Cabinet and Aristide 
Briand has accepted a portfolio. 

Judge Thomas Day Thacher, of the 
United States District Court for the South- 
ern District of New York, has been nomi- 
nated by President Hoover to succeed 
Charles Evans Hughes, Jr., as solicitor- 
general. 


Dr. Harry Woodburn Chase, president 
of the University of North Carolina, has 
been elected president of the University of 
Illinois. He will succeed Dr. David Kinley, 
who resigned on account of age limit. 


Passports totaling 196,930 were issued 
by the State Department during 1929 to 
Americans going abroad, according to fig- 
ures made public recently at the depart- 
ment at Washington. New York City, 
with 58,834, led all cities and states, Penn- 
sylvania was second. 

President and Mrs. Hoover motored to 
Alexandria, Va., Feb. 22, to witness the 
Washington’s Birthday celebration in what 
Alexandrians call “the first President’s 
home town.” Mr. Hoover did not make a 
speech, but reviewed the military and civic 
parade from a stand with Secretary of 
War Hurley, Governor Pollard, of Virginia, 
and other officials. 

Disbarment action proposed against 
former Judge Ben B. Lindsey, of Denver, 
for alleged acceptance of a fee while hold- 
ing office will not be taken, the board of 
governors of the Star bar of California 
has announced. 

Rear Admiral Hilary P. Jones, retired, 
one of the two senior naval advisers of the 
American delegation, is seriously ill, and 
has sailed for home. He is 67 years old 
and is one of the most distinguished offi- 
cers of the naval service. 

The establishment of a school of public 
and international affairs at Princeton Uni- 
versity has been announced by President 
John Grier Hibben. It will train youth 
for public life and will stress inter- 
nationalism. 

The Queen of Sweden is seriously ill at 
her villa in Rome, and there is little hope 
held for her recovery. 

Queen Mary, of England, entertained 
the wives of the Naval delegates at tea 


RELIGIOUS 
‘EDUCATION 
ISA 
PROFESSION 


Hartford’s School of Religious Edu- 
cation (interdenominational) offers 
thorough training to men and 
women. 230 graduate and under- 
graduate courses available in three 
schools. At least two years’ college 
or normal work for entrance. De- 
grees B.R.E., M.A., M.R.E., Ph. D. 
Graduates hold salaried positions. 
Address 

Kart R. Srouz, Ph. D., D. D., Dean, 

Hartford, Connecticut 


HARTFORD 


Seminary Foundation 
W. Dovuaias MACKENZIE, D. D., 
President 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. . 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B, 8. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N. C. 


Ten new buildings. 


Thirty teachers. 


Four hundred students. A.B. course and 


Administration, 
Unusually 
good equipment. Work fully accredited. 
Very attractive program of athletics and 
physical education. Charges very mod- 
erate. Nine hours’ ride from Washington. 
Ask for catalogue and view-book. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 
TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 


During the College year 1928-29 Heidelberg had 
seventeen debates with other colleges and won 
fourteen of them; one hundred and eight debates 
in twenty-two years—seventy-nine victories and 
twenty-nine defeats. 


For free catalogue write to 
CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 
re rr 
Feb. 27. Princess Mary received with the 
Queen. 
President Hoover in a formal proclama- 
tion Feb. 22 called upon the nation to 
commemorate April 10, the 100th anni- 


courses in Business 


Music, and Home Economics. 


iversary of the departure of the first wagon ~ 


train from St. Louis, Mo., toward the 
Oregon country. 

A new gift of $3,000,000 for the Yale 
University Graduate School Quadrangle 
from the trustees of the estate of John W. 
Sterling, has been announced by President 
James R, Angell. 

Charles Evans Hughes took his post as 
Chief Justice of the United States Feb. 24. 
Simple formalities marked his induction 
into office by Judge Holmes, : 


< 
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Dr. Cyrus Adler, president of Dropsie 
College and an internationally known lead- 
er in Jewish affairs, has accepted the ap- 
pointment as the representative of the 
Jewish Agency before the League of Na- 
tions commission which will hear the Jew- 
ish and Arabian views in the Wailing Wall 
dispute. 

All but 3 of the 14 rabbis reported to 
have been under arrest by the Soviet 
Government of Russia and threatened with 
execution have been released according to 
a message received Feb. 23 by Senator 
Borah from Maxim Litvinof, Acting Com- 
missar of Foreign Affairs at Moscow, This 
was a reply to an appeal from the Senator. 
_ The national wealth in the United States 
in 1928 amounted to $360,100,000,000, ac- 
cording to an estimate made by the Na- 
tional Industrial Conference Board, com- 
paring with the figure of $320,800,000,000 
placed on national wealth by the most re- 
cent census estimate, which was for 1922. 

The Department of Superintendents of 
the National Education Association opened 
its convention at Atlantic City Feb. 24. 
William John Cooper, United States Com- 
missioner of Education, was one of the 
speakers. 

Edward L. Doheny is scheduled to go 
on trial March 10 before Justice William 
Hitz in the District of Columbia Supreme 
Court on a charge of giving a $100,000 
bribe to Albert B. Fall, former Secretary 
of the Interior. 

Thomas Alva Edison received the hon- 
orary degree of Doctor of Science from 
Rollins College, Winter Park, Fla., Feb. 24. 

The Federal Government will take legal 
steps to test the validity of the proposed 
$1,000,000,000 merger of the Standard Oil 
Company of New York and the Vacuum Oil 
Company, under the name of the General 
Petroleum Corporation, it has been an- 
nounced. 

Motor vehicles took the lives of approxi- 
mately 31,000 persons in this country last 
year, a gain of 11.05 per cent over the 
toll of 27,966 in 1928, according to figures 
reported to the Travelers Insurance Com- 
pany by 37 states and the District of 
Columbia. 


A LETTER FROM ATHENS 


When the editor of the “Messenger” was 
in Aintab, Armenia, in 1919, Prof. Lootfy 
Levonian was one of the leaders of the 
large Armenian colony in that city. He 
had been a teacher of great acceptance 
in Central Turkey College in Aintab, and 
was the special escort of the editor and 
his American friends in their visit to that 
interesting city, after the close of the 
World War. Prof..Levonian has, for the 
last few years, been in charge of the 
School of Religion in Athens, Greece, 
where he has been rendering a most sig- 
nificant service. He was one of the out- 
standing speakers at the great World’s 
Sunday School Convention in Los Angeles 
in 1928. <A letter received from Prof. 
Levonian under date of Feb. 6, and ad- 
dressed to the World’s Sunday School 
Association, New York, gives an interest- 
ing report of the visit in Athens of Mr. 
Levon Zenian, the young Armenian, who is 
being supported by the Association in his 
religious work among the Armenian peo- 
ple. As quite a number of “Messenger” 
readers are contributing toward Mr. Zeni- 
an’s support, we feel sure they will be 
interested in this letter from Professor 
Levonian: 

“Mr. Levon Zenian arrived this week 
and is with us now. I am very glad that 
you have authorized him to come for a 
visit to Greece. I am consulting him on 
a good many things in connection with 
his work in Syria and here. I understand 
he is satisfied with his work in Syria and 
is finding it really valuable. He is now 
considering the matter of Sunday School 
work in the Armenian Gregorian Church 
in Greece with the bishop and the na- 
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OFFERING ENVELOPES 


Lithographed in 5 Colors. 


Large Size, 54% x 3 1/16 


MAKING A SILENT APPEAL FOR LARGE CONTRIBUTIONS 
Designs of True Religious Art 
Appropriate for Mailing with Pastor’s Announcement Folders 


LENTEN SELF DENIAL 
Large Size 
No. 142 


EASTER 
Large Size 
No. 134 


Price, 75c per 100; $3.00 per 500; $5.00 per 1000. 


SMALL SIZE EASTER 


« 


my A Easter 
aes Offering — 


No. 1002 


Size, 354 x 23@ inches. Lithographed in 
colors and made of strong stock. Price, 40c 
per 100; $3.50 per 1000. 


MY EASTER OFFERING 
BOX 


A beautiful new offering 
box printed in four colors. 
The design illustrates the 
women visiting the tomb early 
aster morning. The scripture 
juotation appears on the side 
—‘He is- not here—He is 
risen.” 

These boxes are made of 
heavy cardboard with tin 
‘ops and bottoms. The slot 
in the top is constructed so 
as to prevent the coin from 
coming out. They are the 
only scriptural design offer- 
ing boxes on the market. 
Price, 5c each, 50c dozen, 
postpaid; $3.50 per 100, de- 
livery extra; $3.75 per 100, 
postpaid. Uniform sizes 2 x 24% 
inches. 


SERIES D 


EASTER OFFERING 


Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was 


crucified. He is risen. 


Beautiful, dignified and churchly. Size, 2% 
x 3% inches. The small theme illustration on 
each envelope is printed on white stock in 
blue ink with silver background. 

The envelopes are in keeping with the spirit 
of the occasion on which they are to be used, 
and by their attractiveness invite a liberal 
offering. 


Price, 25c per 100; $2.25 per 1000, postage extra. 


“PUSSY WILLOW” 
EASTER OFFERING 
COLLECTOR 


In Colors 


A protected slot envelope 
made of strong paper ad- 
mitting coins of various 
denominations. Capacity 
equivalent to 75 dimes. 


One hundred pussy wil- 
low blossoms to mark off, 


serve as an incentive to 
the collector’s activity. 
Printed in colors, the 
basket of tulips making a 
bright picture. Price, $2.00 
per hundred. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE 
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1505 Race Street 


tional committee here. I am sure that he 
will find a warm welcome and suggest 
plans for the development of the work 
here in the future. I believe that your 
committee was providentially fortunate in 
finding Levon Zenian and appointing him 
for this work in Syria. He has the back- 
ground of the Armenian Church and all the 
outlook of evangelical Christianity. I am 
delighted to hear about his work and shall 
do all I can to help him, I am not quite 
sure about my plans for the summer but 
I am thinking about paying a visit to 
Syria next summer when I shall have more 
opportunity to see him and his work. 
Surely his service will be of great value 
to these Armenian Churches.” 


(Signed) L. Levonian. 


THE U. S. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Woman’s Missionary 
Society News 
= © OO 


Mrs. Edwin W. Lentz, Editor 
311 Market Street, Bangor, Pa. 


The World Day of Prayer has found its 
way into hearts of women of many na- 
tions. On March 7 a mighty host of 
women will unite in prayer “That Jesus 
May Be Lifted Up.” At 8.15 on that day, 
Mrs. F, A. Johnson, president Federation 
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24 
of Woman’s Boards of Foreign Missions, 
will broadcast a Day of Prayer Meditation 


over WEAF. 


Miss Margaret Applegarth, recognized as 


one of the most gifted missionary writers 
for young people, made an address at 
the 21st anniversary dinner of the Federal 
Council of Churches, March 4, at Hotel 
Pennsylvania, New York City. Officers 


and members of the Council of Women for 
Home Missions had a special table at the 
anniversary function. 


In the late spring, Miss Mary E. Ger- 
hard, Sendai, Japan, will begin her ex- 
tended journey homeward. Miss Gerhard 
will visit South Asiatic ports on her way 
to Jerusalem where she will spend a week 
or ten days. From Jerusalem she will tour 
parts of Europe, witness the Passion Play, 
and see England enroute to her home at 
Lancaster, Pa., where she expects to ar- 
rive in the early autumn. 


The Indian boys and girls of Sherman 
Institute, Riverside, Cal., have ventured 
into publishing a school paper, “The Chapel 
News.” Rev. F. O. Burnett, religious di- 
rector of Sherman Institute, stimulated the 
venture. First issue, Jan., 1930. We have 
a particular interest in Sherman Institute 
because our Home Mission Board assisted 
in building the chapel for which the paper 
is named. Recently through the efforts of 
Miss Helen Brickman, a beautiful pulpit 
Bible and 200 other Bibles were presented 
to Sherman by the American Bible Society. 
Religious education is receiving extraordi- 
nary emphasis. 


The Geneva Summer School will offer 
courses in Mission Study, Parliamentary 
Law, Missionary Dramatics and Story Tell- 


ing. The sessions open July 7 at Con- 
ference Point, Lake Geneva, Wise. This 
interdenominational summer school of 


“missions should receive the patronage of a 
large number of missionary women and 
girls of our denomination. 


With the announcement of the speakers 
for the World’s Day of Prayer service, ar- 
ranged by the Woman’s Interdenomina- 
tional Union, we can scarcely believe any 
one Church in Philadelphia will be spacious 
enough to accommodate the women who 
will desire to participate. This year, three 
services, beginning at 10.30, March 7, will 
be held in Chambers Wylie Presbyterian 
Church, Broad and Spruce Streets. Two 
o’clock is the hour for the afternoon and 
7.30 the hour for the evening service. In 
the evening Miss Helen Brickman, director 
of Indian Work for the Council of Women 
for Home Missions, will be the speaker. 
Her address, “New Trails for Old,” is based 
upon conditions in the Indian Government 
Schools today. At the morning service, 
Matias Cuadra, Filipino, son of Moro- 
Pirate, will use as the subject of his ad- 
dress “Moro-Land for Christ.” Miss 
Eleanor T. Claverly. a medical missionary 
in Arabia, speaks on the theme, “Fields 
White with Need in Arabia.” What cir- 
cumstances should be considered strong 
enough reasons for keeping the members 
of the Women’s Missionary Societies in 
Philadelphia and vicinity from such a 
service? 


The Colonial Birthday Party for the 
members and friends of First Church, Has- 
ton, Pa. Feb. 21, “was a success—both 
socially and. financially,” so writes the 
president of the Schlatter Missionary So- 
ciety, under whose auspices the Colonial 
party was given. The proceeds from the 
“party” will be for the Missionary Home 
at Lancaster, Pa. The program consisted 
of a number of Colonial tableaux — each 
tableau beautiful in detail, correct in cos- 
tuming and setting. During the showing 
of the living pictures, the Church choir and 
the orchestra furnished music typical of 
the period. Beautiful decorations and ef- 


fective lighting were used to add beauty 
to the tableaux. Many of the guests ap- 
peared in Colonial dress. So faithfully 
were details carried out that little imagi- 
nation was needed to. carry conversation 
back to the early history of the Chureh— 
to the days when wounded Revolutionary 
soldiers were nursed back to health or car- 
ried dead from its sheltering walls—to the 
day when George Washington himself came 
to the Church to visit his soldiers. The 
program opened with greetings by the 
president, Mrs. E. B. Horton, followed by 
living pictures, shown in a large gold 
frame artistically arranged. Much credit 
was given Joseph Bush for the decoration 
and effective lighting for the affair. Mrs. 
Milton Sterner, chairman, was ably assisted 
by Mrs. F. A. Churchill, Mrs. D. Frank 
Baim and members of the society. A so- 
cial hour followed. 


BOOK REVIEVS 


The Catholic Church and the Destitute, by 
John O’Grady. Macmillan Co. 140 pp., 
price, $1. ' 
This is a well-written description of the 

phiposophy and practice of charity in the 
Roman Catholic Church. It belongs to the 
Calvery Series of studies in the Catholic 
Church and its relationships to present civ- 
ilization, edited by Hilaire Belloc, who 
states in his preface to this volume that 
civilization faces the alternative of re- 
turning to Catholic morals, or of slumping 
into paganism. 

The opening chapters establish the essen- 
tial Christian character of charity and de- 
scribe its historical development in the 
Middle Ages by the monasteries, hospitals 
and hospices of the Church. In the later 
chapters there is a protest against the eco- 
nomic individualism of the Reformation 
period and subsequent eras which the au- 
thor traces to the Protestant doctrine of 
individual freedom fostered by Luther and 
Calvin. He traces the modern economic 
freedom of the individual (which he claims 
leads really to economic slavery in our 
complicated society) to the emphasis on 
the freedom of the individual with its ap- 


peal to the individual virtues of thrift, , 


ambition, courage and initiative. 

The relation of charity to social justice 
is discussed also, with further protest 
against laissez-faire doctrines of govern- 
ment, and an appeal for the organization 
and protection of unskilled labor, and for 
charging up sickness, old age, unemploy- 
ment, as well as accidents to the costs of 
industry. The modern organizations of 
laymen and women in the charity of the 
Church is described in some detail, to- 
gether with the modern problems and 
technique of more advanced charity—the 
care of sick, poor, orphans, and under- 
privileged folk in various situations. It 
is an admirable piece of description 
whether from the Catholic or Protestant 
reader’s viewpoint. 

—A.N.S5. 


The Religious Quests of the Graeco-Roman 
World. By 8. Angus, Ph.D., D.Lit., D.D., 
Professor of New Testament and His- 
torical Theology, St. Andrew’s College, 
University of Sydney. 444 pp., price, $4. 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York. 
Only the man who believes naively that 

Christianity fell from heaven, like a 

meteorite, can afford to ignore this splen- 

did book, and his sin of omission will be 

visited upon his own head. He will never 

fully understand the creative vitality of 
the religion founded by Christ, nor its tri- 
umphant victory over many rivals. All 
the rest of us realize that, as an historical 
religion, Christianity had its antecedents; 
and, further, that, like a seed, it fell into 

a soil and richly impregnated it with reli- 

gion. That soil was the Mediterranean 

world during the centuries preceding and 
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following Christ, with its synagogues of 
the dispersion, its guilds of the mystery- 
religions, and its schools of Greek philos- 
ophy. 
was determined, in part at least, by the 
intellectual and religious forces inherent 
in this soil. And one of the most difficult 
problems of the growth of Christianity 
consists in ascertaining the precise nature 
and extent of modifications due to these 
extraneous factors. The solution of that 
problem is measurably advanced by this 
new book from the pen of Prof, Angus, 
His reputation as a trustworthy guide and 
interpreter in this vast and complex field 
was well established by his earlier volumes, 
but it is greatly enhanced by this scholar- 
ly publication. In this treatise the author 
speaks with the authority of vast learning 
and sane understanding of the historical 
environment of early Christianity. Copious 
quotations from the original sources add 
greatly to the value of the book. It is not 
a book to beguile the idle hour of a 
thoughtless man, though one may safely 
recommend it to any thoughtful layman. 
But, in its chosen field, it is the one book 
for preachers and students whose purses 
demand the most rigid observance of the 
law of parsimony in the building up of a 
professional library. 
—tTheo. F. H. 


OBITUARY 


MRS. LAVINA LONG 


Mrs. Lavina Long, daughter of the late 
Abram Hess, Taneytown, Md., and widow 
of Rev. P. A. Long, a Reformed Chureh 
minister, who died 38 years ago, departed 
this life at her late home, 2315 Chelsea 
Terrace, Baltimore, Md., Feb. 18, aged 77 
years. Her death was caused by a stroke 
of apoplexy, which occurred 3 days before. 
For some years after her husband’s death 
she and her children lived in Taneytown. 


After the marriage of her sons she with 


her daughter moved to Baltimore in 1903, 
where she continued to reside till the time 
of her death. Mrs. Long was a cultured 
Christian woman with a kind, gentle, cheer- 
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ful disposition and pleasing personality. — 


She was a good wife and mother, who ex- 
celled in the fine art of homemaking. 
The funeral service at her late home 
was conducted by Dr. J. L. Barnhart, and 
the burial service at Taneytown by Rev. 
Guy P. Bready. Mrs. Long is survived by 


3 children: Mr. Claudius H., of Taneytown, — 


and Dr. Geary A. and Miss Bertie, of Balti- 
more; 3 grandchildren and 2 great-grand 
children. —J. L. B. 


MRS. SARAH (STOVER) MEYER 


Mrs. Sarah (Stover) Meyer, widow of 
the late Daniel Meyer and one of the aged 


residents of Coburn, Pa., died at her home 


there Tuesday, Feb. 18, 1930, of infirmities 
due to advanced years. Deceased was born 
in Penn Township, May 5, 1855, a daughter 
of Andrew and Mary Ann (Geary) Stover, 
and spent practically all her life in that 
vicinity. She was united in marriage Oct. 
22, 1877, to Daniel Meyer, who passed to 
his reward 15 years ago. 
son, I. A. Meyer; a daughter Mary E., 


Surviving area 


wife of Charles Hosterman, and 2 grand- — 


sons. 
of St. Andrew’s Church, Coburn, Pa. 
was a faithful and consistent member, at- 
tending every service. She will be great- 
ly missed. She was a kindly woreny -d 
by all who knew her, and a good neig 
Mrs. Meyer was a reader of the “Messen- 
ger” for a period of 25 years. Func 
services were held at the home, Fe 
and continued in St. Andrew’s Chur 
G. A. Fred Griesing, pastor of Aar 
Pa., Charge, officiating. Interm 
made in the Reformed Cemetery a 
burg, Pa. 


une! 


Mrs. Meyer was a charter member ~ 
:) 1 


